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~ Air Jores Stand on *Plying dancers” — as statedby
fla, in a briefing on 22 ayust 1952 voy

°

-

X. The' Air Voreo has priary ressonsibility sor investizating "Lying s.ucers’
The unit concerned. wlth these investigetions.is» ast of the air Vechale.L

. Tatellicence enter ut ayton, chlo, «nd consists of three officers (4 Caytals
in chara) ani twe civilians. Shey receive reports of sizhtines, analyze ani
attenst to oxplain then. « stunlrl reyortinge form hun buen progcved s.aleh 1s
sel on . tiorLiswite bisis. The alv Jomee Office of syecll Lavestis.tions che
into each sizhting attexpting to determine its uuthentichty and the reliabilit
of tne observer. | , ’ . ot, _

.' XL. (a) ike alr Joree officially Jenies thet ‘flying saucera” ares = >.
; . .

1) U.S secret reazans cota . .
(2; Sovhat seeret tespsns - oe ; _

(3) Hebra~terrestrisk visiters °° eo tl

7 (2) It ds believed that all sightings of "flying suucers" ares.

(1° Well. knonn objects such x8 balloons (over 4600 are release’ dattir

in the L.S.), alrerazt, usteors, clozts, etc. not recognized us
such br the observer. . -

po . . (2) Puenosans o2 the siecosprere which ave at present poorly unier~
: stood, €.5., recrsctiong ond reflections cused by tenyerature

- ‘ inversions, ioxization pshenomen., ball Ligntniag, etc. .

IIL. Hot shred of evicense exists to substantiite the belief tust S2ivins
satcers" are material objects not Jslling into category TIH(1) above.
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IV. a stucr of "Liying saucer” sigttings on « seosreshicz) busis shoved then
to be core creuent in tis visizity of steaic eneriy iestall.tions (hich is
explained by the greater seccrity. sonscivisness of sersons in tiose areas). Th:
by-srelusts of etoile fAssien mr in sone tay act cutalyticoliy to sroduce
etiting:soccers” has not been Jisorcved. Tue prestest miuber of sigibings tis
been ste at or near Darton, Cio where the lave “igebions are goinz on.

Ve. OF the thousanis ofMSlying ssucers" sighted of vhich there are records whe
air Force sacs that 72% have buen explained by eitrer IMB(1) or MB(2) steve,
MH have Seen exgesed 23 Lowes ani the .esining 20% have aot been exsLiined

prisariicse bacarse of the va,xe descriptions civen by otservers. .

Vi. Tae atc Force is sostly interested in the "saucer" preobles Secuuse of its
paycholosic2 warfare Lliestions.” In reviewin; public:tions desisnet for Sovi

consuastien, there is rot been « single reJovense to "Zlying sacsers". Ca the
other aunt, severcl “ssucer" societies in the Unite States have been investiga
Key wesbers ofsoue ef tiese societies whieh save bean instresental in keeping 2:

Wilying sctsaz” oruze before the publis iuve been exgosel as being, cf Jqudtivt
lovalt;. Forcherscre tie socleites, in 3029 coses, ure Sinantel say. on calnesit

source. The afr Force reslices that a peblic we Jusgy by the "Qing su.cer”

seare vould tea serious Mability in the event of air attucks by an eneay- ais
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JaZense could not oserste eccoctively if the alr forces tore constantly
 c.Lled

4 * . ¢ »

: ugoa to intercept <Lrages which yersgns had afstuicen for enesy olrcralt.
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Sho purpesd of this proseatation ds to rozort the Siadinws of - .

v
a
m

the Sr ftady Gram as to a5 ‘Exitecttons of a Fin Saucerwen.

Tall. stork wlth a rewze of chet we hve dona ea a dust hintory” of in
rn = he

B-3 2a

} _ 4 the“maniest _ FY.2 ght outline fi ats Forea oftat
Sot, - Soy * EET Tae

. wall oaisto ae explorations af¢ mince — Fw ch FOR OE ‘ot
..

. ~ wee . 3
. . . . on ae wer .

. . > . . mo Lk

. ° oe

” Our group r viewed avaticile2 intgmee, official ot press
-

°

3 . «ad megasioe coverage onl he neina poplar a “Indema of2 tie. Souiot
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press wero pomerd, Vo sponta day ab “right ad.with the officers:
c 

- 7 5

3 “ comlssting the Air Force ctsly, snd cinally wo» tak the poctten ‘to a -

4 trop of os omconsDisats. lt mt eee —

tha Sexcor fxraze in fils oniny started i Jie Bohr with .

4 . .
x reper’ of rine ees flying in fecastdos post tor‘punt Reinkes mb on

y opbiond-d speed of 1000 stiles por hit. Tis wa Followed in cthately

3 . kya con Saaing en? inereasins Sloot of reports over ‘ho ronths,
3 - if ee 2 tee ied ee . rs a
4 moe .

~~Tie efore, in 1th’, Abe Tce inttdaiod Project 5 wer to sbuly

. at
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‘Sntercest the unidentified cbjecta General soaford tave their

fntertn conslustoas in fis iveea’ greaa omfcrences, These were Tak

an .

tho siumanns cil inTueetsor 1949 weleased soctions of utte sceret

revert to Sie press. Tus cuncluclon _ that £0 sigtincs stored

froa Suvco couseas . . ° o ,

. ” . . . 4

2 idlucization mi hom : .. | ~ | *, 7

This satiafied arth ofstn yt et ot ean Sect .
. : . .

welters, Tho resulting higdy spocilativa boats aad rageains articles

coniiincd 14th dncreccing roparts of cbgitings built up such | sosermace
:.

of site interest that ltr Force, cety tn A, reopened ita sy

instituted a roridaide sspartin: arate, mal elected its bases 2.

. a oe

e _*

* .
. os

. . .

enticsta of th e2ees shosed "no outtorn of sxytiing emsictent with ayy

mouse to tae Bhted Statens Sint the sen Hechincton regarts wareLone
-- . . ;

eo owe awoa._— °

prolly d1e to "Yersperatsd Inverulons's and trad the wmorplet ¢

gichtincs could not havo resulted foday eperinaits or tests condkeied,

ty tr wnsadSintese e

a onsets Sos Se Aiscontre :
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a samestnsory Sity Mocustons frr apuld reatato tims on trea of

eo atin ticominsfa eptenction uc tiese shonossm, — 2 us dvalomostt,

4 .

& Russian dewile wins, and spoce clips — to ovidoncs abiier af fect - |

of Tavis is 9 stad; aminst Yea that ties waETaN at prescst :

no more tin speedlative enndideration. Borer it ds inporunat shat °

‘tacre axe many wa believe in ties cod s418 enti 0 Gow In sp

of ery official prenecnamentrth nar bo unio, Tis idle effete

. bes cosmstrated that Shore 2 + tats proportion of ox ppsliton whte

‘Bictio search. Tith wrldaddo sightings roported, we have ford mos

P
a

o? oe .

is mecto"ls conditions’ to seceptanee ofaf the tncinettte. me wO gerive

eb to dancer poinis thica, ia 2 situation of imtecnationsl toxalon, |

gost 39 have Wation®, Seomlty inplicstions. . . (ae

Seriicnw, wo nmontloned owe soarehof Soviet aress. ATC mda — -

one resort o> comiext, oven satriedl, in the Russian presty sais could

resilt omy Pros on officiel palicr decision and of comse rafsop the
=, *- oP a

qmestion of irromof mother o> not tisso §Birhtincs could be uscd
wel tt Nee ow ee are eestwe ye yee “we a we

Trea & ps.sycholorical, warfare “point or view of thor, oftensively oe defen- —- -

clively, <S> Sovece is mero of tris and hal dev sisted a meter of “ic
Se
 A

 
g
g
 
R
R
 

T
I
N
T
 
O
E

+ 
g
a
n
a
s



"C00015453

. ‘ owe be i
. |

; . ~ 4(i a . 
a

etic goocps fiat how awn up to Spllow S10 muject. Ono m- tha F

i CQvilicn Saucor Counktice in Cali tomtia hea sobstanttal funds, stooxly y
. . . . .

-
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influoncag tie editorial policy of a amber of no=spepors anil hes : ,

leslsrs those comactlens aay be cuestlo:able, fir Toree is miching

«

+

fais orremisation besszce of its aaver to touch off nseo hysteria ond -
“+4 . i

panic. Pochsps we, fra02 on iniellicncopoint af view, should sates for

any incteattsnof Russian efZorts to emitalicewen this present 2°. :

Of ove proster sasent is the seond dancer. Our afr wamtinc a

agotn wilh wunlewotecty chars dopond upan a cofinationof reader” =

ry

the empebility2 aBemns set visutl observation. Yo sive Russia

“

of dsiivering om fcr atte: accinst us, yot ab any given soem -
so

Row, thers acy bo erent a dozen ofSicis) unidentified sicktin:s plus | :

. . .

seay iilicial, 2% the msmont$ of abtest:, how will op, on om instant

basic, Gstingrsh hodvare froc atantoa? ~ at easxer, of course, Sota et
. . . Soy me gta als % - ares ar age orgs erm Perr Set wee

oe . me “4. ye oon Sa tay ote tage rte .* “8 - .

is tuat mtil for proster

. 
. +8 fan Pag =) tee oSoe . +e we 2 et eo ete tee. atte og.

. + “ “ ogee ae ae 2 ef * .
e es - . oft of as amet oe teesme tA . . ~
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“phola be investigated, Fron an intelligenceoaint of view, cr hos*

tow.flede: dn astutevedof Su: euusos back: Of the sithtinwy — ths ttle

wnlorotes!t ghensaona "ir. Jollnor has decerial — vp sil ren the in

erccsin; zaiz at Pelee stasta ant the Grea grater tauar ofof tebtens tho

real co false, Skis is prinartiy an operational resoerch provlez bat

ac Lt caicte 14 will heve8 i intellLconce implications beeze of

Cae owpoge 3ta tite exer tao Yoo to ectuino shat fe Bolas doe -"

md ose come sacessmiems of tts yalichtye “Re Sr Force otady is valid,
7 Je

On a cese by cece basis, tae great bells of the sightings have been ond

will continus ta be cplaincd— but the Linitedcase a:prozchwild never

silve, sis second real prdalen _ vost tive iaentitieation, ° 7s

as to that stowld be2 doce, 8 propose to Recune the reccarch probes

whith ths Remarch ennt Dowolomant Board and to paso on to irForce an

offer fron 2.257 to setah tn aly of aa of te Semmens, &

Gus ess nt th paycaslos.ech posstudlitios both for aar. actact ws

been oni will euntine: wotcling Russian research an! dovoloxunt in the

sekentifie Ticlts imvulveds
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”. Feep 25 ning cortein {sets vhich are seuarally common to all. reports. .

15 August 1952

. . 4 u

DELET

"In the next fev nimtes, I intend to touch briefly upon the offictal 4

g

rm .

F
a

explanations of the great majority of sightings of wildontified fiying

objects (or U0's) end mention possible phanezena uhich may eenocat for

. Pa

sone of tka open cases.

Before we elaborate upon the current ezplenations I vould like you te

¢

First, is the earmestness of those noking reverts. Thasa people are
'

ae *. -. . .

certain that they have seen sonnthias. oO re o os

: Secozaty, objecta aissted alnost always sre reported So be axsinst

th: cxy thereby providing =o point of referanca. a te

Srirdly, vitheut a reference point, a wilid entinstion of sizes, speed,

dLotenes o* relative motica 29 virtuslly 4mposeibloe. ° Ne

Finally, na debris or material evidence hes evor been secovered :

folloviss an caexpleined sizhting. - . :

yo, 2 02% e230 of rosarte’. sightings exists tha personal eloasat. This

6 the covkaad effect of parchslocienl ani physiolosicsl factors which
.

a te .
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indivlinretiy or tozother may have outstanding isportenco in the eceuracy of ;

a person's ropert. Shese Zactora conenlly cannot ba dotermired eleqnately.
@ . °

The psychological factors arat

Kental conditionine by newspaper oteries of earlSer reported sightin

Intividead exotioral response with respect to the ucinovyn,

Desire for prblicity resulting in Penbrotderice® of facts or compat:

febzteation._ : 7 os,

- Phe nalor plystological fectors eret 8 oo - °

General physicel contition of the parson at tins of slgnting:
: , . , ° : .-

eontitions of Patigza, szoxta. ; . 2 °

Existense ent extent of ays strain inisdistely preceding sighting.

Zasutficient night elisptaticr. . “os

~ - 6

- Foy let va teke up the explanations which have been nse2 to recount for

well over a thousand cases. Unter tha category oft *ittalnterprotation i

' + -Sdentistatio objects,” ATIC fools that tha ndst prevalent nisiaterpretations
@e

hova besz; 2599 taloons, alrerafs, astroseaiosl tedlos, aizospheris
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phononena, inatrment errors snd vindblow objesta, |

Thare ara two types of high eltituie balloons, sedlosonie and ths Navy

Bkyhack. Shay may reach altitrion as high as 20 niles. Although deth typse
a e

are trecksd and plotted for soxs @istomes, there gazeraliy 4s no necorate

contirentics of destrnstion. Consequontly, beceauss of the larss mmber

n
s

Foleased atly ty the veather services a2 reseerch groups fn tha U.Ses tb q

ia possible that they night e=psar over alnest any geographic location. Tha

~ A

Longeritz of the gos bags is rot mova tut {9 belleve’ to be possitly weaks.

Bight-lamched talleans carsy a bright 2isks te facilitate teacidns. Hay... Y

others have radanreflecting panels. ; - ogee le
Yee os

t _ . . , Be

She Eentel? case, referred te ty tr.}s trong,fhas been explairehesaeo #8 |
or

nisintermretation of a Revy Siyhosk balloon. This wes in Sasmary 3947.
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@here vare threes intescestor aireraft. One, piloted ty Capt, Thomas Hantell.

w
t radios? ir 2223 he wes gcins to clicd te 26,060 ‘Zeot in an abteaps to close

.

an. Els rather wila ropert that the object van "Sramendgns® ane bis avbsagnont

crash are lal? to the effects of enoxta since higplave carried no oxygen

-egaipzent. a ia sot
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-officts) stasenass thet these objects vers balloons, they “rots that this

A cane vader known conditions occurred adie months age,at Wright Field

vhtoh illustrates the fact that objoate ot high altituies nay be in skary
o «

2liuaination even ons or tye hours before down or after. This esse alse

points cp interesting poyehologioal fantors. .

Ths tine was near dusk, Captain Ruppelt wae called out to witness &

nightics of thres rod Ligits in tho sky. Even through binocelars he could

wer, .

not doterzine thetr nature, An B-9% Jatereentor clinbed te 43,000 feet. At

this altituts the pilot escld ese clesrly that the otjects vere a cluster of

¢ + .
“o

theses Skyhook: ballocas #3122 well above hin, 8:.4ing an even course ecrose

the aly. By thia tine, telestene raports haa started to cone in. The

objects vere descrited 25 rlolently neneavertos "seacers" of various shapet ~

end colors. Even “locping® nenauvers vers reported. She medical staff at

Yright Picla, inclatin-s the sextor paychologist, vitnessed the sichting,

ne next doy thia ctett turied in a repord atating that, dsarite the

“ yag in asro> end thet the sighting rast have deen of nome other urmewn origin.

Protetiy the eecsn4 mast commen nfetnterpretation ds that of ona-entionslpcoge bated
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yg sree es “ee ee ee ee

: in the doytine, alroraft, particulazly those that are wudated, cen
e . e

cive extresely brilliant reflections of waslight. An dnteresting cise unter

lmowa conditions 42 one vhich oceuaro’ Lead year to deeytend,

A gzcup of eirerntt design exgiseers woot dato the eoutey to witness

tests of their om jet afzplona, Tho. thres test afrersft, with wypainted

Wings ani red. fuseleges, passed etsectiy overheadsal, engineers agroed thab .

&2 t»hey bad nok Jom vias ths objects ware, and since thay oxi not observa

the silver wings against the sty, they would have reported the red fuseloges

as Mactoz traits.and they worl neve sesgtoea checks enittine tens :

At nighttine the possibility for nlaintexpretation of streraft tacrenses.

First, there are the dusk end tam#22matnattons elresdy rentions?. Sintlazly,

nigintersrrrretatiozs have vesn nada of rumning Lights or reflections ¢oF airerars

2n elonis. ; Thare ore s sxcbes of reports oF eolintzical objects with square

talis or saving lighted "porsholes” which have been exple{ned as distorted

Anazos of comrentional airers?s profiles on Clouas of Sco oxyetcis,
« . 3 a.

aA
*. a

"Boxe 8tiae ago. aa paleatins Drtent yellow light was reported noviig

‘ throvgh tha shy ness Pistabarsh, Ponnsjtvent. aor months this xepert was

Tolegated to the "moxmlained” file. A faw woeks age in Yashinston a rm
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who vas foniliar vith this ropart sav on anti~colliston iight installation

on & Capital Airiinss aizplans. This ney eototy device, s light mounted

on the nose of the oirplane, oscillates hesk and forth laterally sisiiar

to those installed on cone antulances and police cara. A check with Coytta?

Afrlines reveled that an afzplaze fitted with such a Mght bed Schacked in"

while flzing near Pittstorgh at the exact-tine and placeof the reporting
. . «

. ? . ° ort Fe pl -

. . . a? °

7 Lat us tee now to astronenicsl prenssana. In the daytine sate plagstes,

een

' 3 - partlovlesly Vercs, exn be sean clearly as a bright ubite object, sven at

7 
oe

Se
ss

a 
t
n
a
e

high room under eectain rentitions. At aight, neteors of various varieties —

have teen ules ken Sor cansuvering Mente. Ths luatnows mateor tretlof
4 . . .

| Sontae’ gas has bean picked up by reder end eb tines cismtersteod. This

Lorize’ trztl may rescin visitle to the eye for as long as onehor. -° -

s
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it
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Yaturel, pheneaena ia the Barth's atrosphore have cavzed nay mivinter . .

s
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pretatices. Fish elsitude *jet strems® traveling at high volocitics,

Sm
ea

r

” tozperstare Srrersions and conditions of turbulent rixize of air of greatly |

ai fferexs tezporatzses and densities exist end ere not charted. Mey ecoomt
’ . . . . - : ei. ~ oe

ce a.
.

1 for opticsl as woll as raicr cbormtions in a ymnber of cases. In ons ca30
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of Do ground radar sighting in Maryland the pilot of an interceptor aircraft,

with hie AT gear “Locked on” a "blip", found Minself on a steeply sloping

doveards course ab lov altituie, Tas ocourrod three tines indicating

that tha tarset was on the ground ond that the courseof the radar bean had,

been distorted. Xt shoul be nobed that rafor anumdles both fnternal and
a

external 22 nature still exist in cinturding muiters, Shs sbllity of a radar

observer to eeonrately determine the validity of "blips" on hts ccope in

dizectiz proportional te the length end breadth of his axperlerses, a

Clont effects have affected the accuracy of a number of sightings,
. co

. 
. bd _

Roplits eendiing cloads lest an apparent motion to a ized body, Ths nod ~ °

or a brighs plenas shing threugh a clov2 hole at tines doss amens asa.

*fisxing object." Other Yexpletnablo? nisinterpretations vnteh are dre

to have sesemtod for reports of ssentings znelude a vite varicty of - 70

objects. Sinddiown objects Le one. . Such an tnotdest was reported a the

U.S. Cousst 23 Rertda, Tucaten, Kerico, Here 2a his ectead reports

fot * WLS abenk 2209 Pete Inst Sunday, I odserted. a allvery, shining,

GLeowlives odject flasting in the clear, blue sky alzost etroctly .
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ad

overhead, travelling Gara nortirectorly direction. I believed tha tha

object was a flying dice ond was About to run to the house end Potfa
. . o

n
o
n
w
p
e
e
e
t
e

ny cexnern when X noticed that the object wan boley ths level of sone

vultures manguvering at a great beight. his proved to ne thet ths

Atrow2ike object vas cousidersbly sccllor than a vulture. During the

_ eactse of twe hours I sxu a total of thres of these objects, ai goiag

in ths ecue direction, wat at tines appearing to be stationary. Loter

dn the efterseen I found one of these "atecs’ on ay front lava. Yo

‘yes a coed enclosed in a fluffy wace of silien ftter . .. . Bedtt

; Te not been for the coerizg birds ead _ cerlosity, x vould wdgubbedly

4 dave rerorte’ that I B23 sem severel, *flying éises. ee . z en

enclosing the Mflying atze! which 3 captered...in my front yard.”

nother nisinterpretatica to that of seerchLights on clouds hich has

eon the cozsa of trvers2 resorts of sightings a3 in the reesnt case

Qoseribed ty.the Seeretexy of Defense. Fixelly, there is a ence vhich

3 ocurred 25 Srexchzen’s Slat, Rovata,

21303" in forzaticn ware pickel rp o3 the xeder scope. Thoy were

e
e
!



C00015453

f
e
 

e
t

i
h
 
S
a
b
 

tab:

a

si
so
ka
di
en

 t
ot
s

p
a
r
e

F
e
i
t
h
 
tl

e

yeporte’ to be tmvoling at terrific srasd ab 30,000 fest. It haypezod
.

that the reporting atation hed a searchlight nnd20 wae turned on in the

Giragtion of the radar sighting. It vas ismediately discovers’ that ths

odjeets were Cansdlas gaase flying at 300 feat cltituie,

Tha above explonnt?ons ars Dolieved Wy AeASIC to accom forsonsne 80% of

the sightinza reported. Shey feel that the rennining oof Right be reinelblo ;

to 10% were it not for these consens? oo - oot.

Tasnffictens inforzntion reported. , . . _ -

Incorrect Snforsation cavittingls or perporely reported. ; 7
.

Inseffictent or totsl lack of subseqness investigation of detelis,

“This ati leeves ATIS with a poasible 20% of sightings for wkich there
oe

=, . .

"8 . -

is no preticcle exmlonaticn. oot Co ae

Oorsitering that the remsinring cases night hvve heer caused ty Little

underatooé sztnral ~hecomenn, the 03 Fanel conferred at leagth sith thrae
. ed

of ovr cons=lts ts In Seaton. Those moa are outstanding in the fisida oF

tetas nt oe ote. ate vet : woe So maages? et et tesiat em, tHe.

geortesics, slectrontcs and chant otry. Shay esphasize’ to ws9 that there

: 9h. Sat BEA
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axe vany oclentifte frontiers which have as yet been little explored or

{
ebarted, Tn thaze areas cecur phenesesn viiich nay eocount Zor optical ox

alectronic aberrations as well os for things actually sem, They liste’.

three entegortess. atesephories, toatsation, and oxtre~torrestriat phanszanz. {

Shey scozuated nea that products of acclear fission night have ‘eons effect i

In the fist of atoemphertes woul ts tos teapesstars taversions

; stressea by General Sanford. This phessnezon exists ‘ak tne exch eochantcs
F -of 23s causa, {ts mature ant mascor of dlasipstion ase not ve tndorstoo8.

| Vokther ts Ste affect us> slectrenegnattc snd Maks teas causing thet 1

vefzast.o2 or raflestion, Little is now of ‘clouds of Eve ervetsais which ,

3 exit at altitates to 60,000 feet. Stuites of the winds and the siysical :

3 nnd chestza! propartis of alr at very high sltiinies have only zeoenthy - q

: _pousence? wate the nvafiability of such agents at, high altitude hatLoans ;

a and rasecceh roslzetae . - . 0 a

E “" the sacend estesozy was Sonization. - The ifeaviotde {or sen) leyer of _ j

SZonisation, tha = layer above It, snd their relation to made tranentoston 7
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were thougny ten youre ago to be faizly well understood, Within the past

year, however, the whole concept of the “7 lsyer has bsen changed. It

has been Alacovered that £% aplite souetines inte tvo layers of fonization

known as F-1 and F-2, Recent teste ntilising these layers have shown 1% :

possible to transi? as far as 1,000 niles ‘waing certain Va? frequaceios.
.

hia is totally opposed to the previons well acceyted opinion thst maxtoun

Va? transaission aistaccs vas lintted te "Line of aizht.*
°

Clouts of ice crystals decozs luainous under certain condisicns of

fonizztion. The fectors sffecti... the way in vhich tne electrostatio charge

°

3 on the eacth fp contdazscsly rejuvensted by thunderntorn Mehtnizg are q

2 3 , F

j -ebsentea, Ball liektning, a lunizons phenezersn wich has been reported ,

for cext=z245, eppears in yarious colors but its nature is rot known.

ws
 
g
a
l
l
 
t
t

 
a
t

A
b
e
r

&. Elzs's f2rs, coress é{scherze enk Aurora Borealis are cabzlogred in o

varloty of forzs bat their exact nature Se unknown. fhe rovenent of vortices
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of snoke sesticles, clouds of nolsture and ice eryste19 will couse charges

2n electrostatic potential and any be affected by the earth's magnetic field.

oe

“ee .. . ae a ne . a . ie Yo 2” eso 7
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raterfal tossed aloft could apzrectably affect atnoopherte phonozens.

Fox instance, tho coante and gems natural radfation shich pours in dally

frox outer space is many thousands of tines greater then the radisSicn =~

PYed=zced by ctanie bez blasts. . _ . "

mis Wst could de axtorfed at Length, - Bufttcs to o27e our tonorance .

of the native and coctralitug fastens of all of the shove fa tmxomaee

; nttects of sntesection Datveen thase nataral phocsoan ani zelicactive

patertal ta the air cen ents bo confectore The eppearanse of wexsual . j

‘epttest or radar sightings excsea ty thess yhenoceee ig posetito, Tate 7
Cteczresce cranot be predicted.

There is soua strength to the hypothecia thet many of tha mezplainsd =~ , q

sightices of Io's cry he electrozagzatic or electrostatia fn charactes. q

" Mwetors sxzporting this hyzothests azet . . ;

#baanee of soma, although apparantly noving rapidity {n ths q

Btaosptere. ; ; . ‘

Fhensness are apporantly effecto’ by shock vaves ox electronagnetic

. gadiation of alrem2s, , ne: . . oe . .:
° = , . Cd .

Paports of orratio oporetion of varions Kinds of Jnstrments in q
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Sightings of W0's rerorted nt Los’ Alscion nwa Oaks Ridge, at o tics

whoa the teckgrouz’ rdtation count bad risen Anexplicably. - 4

Here va van ont of even "blue yonier® explenstions that night de tenable.

arn’, ve etiil are left vith mabers of inereditle reports fron creditle |

. . - .
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‘Of the Air Force steey, its nethodslogy and coverage, the relation of

LU; August 1952

. FLYING SAUCERS
a °

During the past veels, vith the phenonenal. inerease in the menber |

, of Flying Saucer reports there has been a tremendous stizmletion of both

public and official interest in the subject, Requests for infornation

have poured in on the 4ix Force, ineluding an officiel query fron the ,

VWhite House. Finally, on July 29, cenera saxtord hel.d a press conference

in which he stated, thet analysis ‘showed #20 pattern of anything renotely

consistent with ang menace to the United States;” that recent Washington

sightings were possibly cue te "temperature inversions,” others to ionized

clouds, ice formations, etc. ; that instrumentation vould be emphasized

henceforth in the Air Force study. He enphaticaliy stated that the

unexplained sightings could not have Fomulted fron any experineats or .

tests cond:cted by the Usited States.

4t this point, OST felt that it sould be tinely to make an evaluation

its conclusions to various tucories which have been prosounded, and to

try t rcech some conclusion as to the intelligaice inplications of the
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- . . " problen — if any. In view of the wide interest within ‘the Agency, this

briefing hes been arranged se that we could report on the survey. It

; mst be nentionad that outside lnovledge of Agency interest in Flying ¢

w
e

 b
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Sazncers carries the risk of naling the protiles even more serious in the, i, .

public mind than it elready is, which we and Mr Force agree mst be
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avoided. °
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. In order to supply both breadth and depth to the survey we have
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Yeviewed our om intelligence, going back to the Swedish signtinse of
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1945; reviewed 2 large mumber of individual official reports, recent,
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press and nagecine coveraze and the main popular books. Indexes of the -
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Soviet press were scammed. We interviewed a representative of Air : .

Force Special Study Group. Folloxing this, we spent a day at right ;

Field in @ thoreugh discussion with the officers conducting the ATIC iS

stacy, and finally we took the probles to a selected group of our om

Consultants,all leaders in theic scientific fields. tee eG

Fron al this, ve have cone up with facts, theories, explanations

. wes
. -

and“sone conclusions, which ve tll cover in a brief suzzary of Flyinc

(-

4

i
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explained sightings and of possible theories regarding the unexplained,

e
e

Tie make no recozaondations of action. Ye ould ask that questions be
e o.

held ti11 the end, , .
.

e

the Soucer furore in this country started in June 19):7 when Kennath r
e
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7 fezsld, a repntable business man flying his om plane reported nine discs q

‘ flying in formation pest Mount Reinier at an estimated speed of 1000 ,

i
s
l
e
d
k

miles per how. “This was quickly follomedin early July 1917 by reports ©

fron a doctor in Phoeniz, Arizona, the pilot and co-pilotof a United

ir Tiner at Boise, Idaho, and field staff zesbers 2b Turoc Test Base,

California. The public was sonevhat preconditioned by the earlier
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Sze2ish resorts of aicentified rockets and the press had a field day. os 3

2>ong the continuing ex4 increasing nass of reports over the months,

three further incidents hich received wide publicity might be mentioned

as thay did muck not only to maintain interest but also to susply bases

-

for som of the =cre fantastic theories. ‘In January 1948, an interception

| was attenpted at Goczan Ficld Kentucky and the pilot — Captain Yantell —

crashad and was ilicd. In October 1946, a National Guard fighter pilot
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at Farce, Morth Delsota — Lt. Gornan — coaxing in after dars spotted a
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+ , ‘bh, coptinusd: repsets of sightings builtup sach“a‘rp.

ninutes put on a dogefight tdth it, finally, being outdistenced at 38=—”

217,000 feet. The third incident occurred in April 1949 at Yhite Sands’

Proving Sraund sien a Navy Comnandor, tracking a mizsile flight by

theodalite, watched tro disce naneuvering at high speed around the test

rocket, ‘Three such sightings were made at Taite Sands within a month.

Mearmtile in 19k8, Air Force initiated Project Saucer to study the

phenomena, issued 2 prelicinary report in fori 1949 ené in December

19:9 released sections of its secret report to the press. The conclusion

was shat tha sightings stexwed fron three causes:

1. UMass hystexta

2. Hallucination mé hoax 7 o

3. “Asinterpretation of moun objects

ns sztisficd mch of the public but not certain sensational. writers.

The resclting hicaly szeculative books and magazine articles combined.

see tee et
—ry ere)

surgence ef public

interest that dir Toree, early in 1951, reopened its study, instituted
>ea ee stat

sae®

a torld-nide reporting systen, and alerted its beses to intercept the
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unidentified objects. Plencs had erders not to choot.

forr, Let's exxzine for a nonent vhaf all, these people claia to

have seen. Grouped wroadly as visual, radar, and ecambined visual and sf.

radar, sore has tro major visual classes — first, sgherieel or elliptical

objects, usually of brigat netellic lustre, seme saall. (2 or 3 feet across

" most estinated at 100 foot cizseter and 2 few 1000 feet wide. There

are variants in this grovp, such 2s torpedoes, trismpulers, pencils, even

natiress-shapes. These ere all éelizat repartings. : -

The second visual grozp, all night seporting, consists of gute

end yerious lyinosities, sach as green, Dlacing-red or Dlus-thite fire

balls, zoving points of light, ana luzinous stremers.

Both categories are reported as single objects, in non-syemetsfeal

groups and in fornations of varying nuaber's »

Pesorted charecteristics include three general levels of speed:

hoverina3 moderate, as with a conventiozal airerafi; anc stuzendous >
. * wie 2

Cote SRS DARIN TS teenth ole pee gettineB e. i i a ie

ap to 16,000 ailes per hour in the Shite ‘Sands incident. Violent

nonourering was reported in somewhat Less than 2033. Accelcrations have
sg atee oe,

been given as high 2s 20 c's. “Sth few exceptions, there hes been 2
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‘complete absence of sound or vapor trail. Evacion ‘upon approach is
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Padars have shom ney unidentified "bLize" but there is no reported

instexce of complete tractcing in and out of the aexizua drun, andno | y

report of a track fran station to station. ‘The tha; in almost every

- case, passed turough the center of the scope. _ , _°

In conbined Visual end radem signtings, I might mention as iVestra-

tions thrse specific reports.

First, a visual sightine fron a plane over Sandy Rook coincident

with 2 blip seen cn a ground radar at Fort Sonnouth, Neve Jersey.

Second, a recont Fa> East report froz en aireraft carrier operating

between southern Kore and Honshu, Hero ships yader reported a high

Speed target approaczing from the north. Observers on the bridge picked ;

eS it up viszally as a plane. Then still far out, it did2 superspeed 160°
PS

_ turn ex2 shortly thereafter split in tw, “disappearing both visually

and in the PPI scones.

eo:

The third occurreda few days ago at Wright Field and has not yet
°

FOE 
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been fully analysed. ‘Wo F-9h's with doxera guns were vectored in ¢:
.
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eyrigmont. Reaching his madmm allomible altitude, he triggered his

. canera and the negative shows "an ject." . .

_Ligat of the Manhatten District early’ super’ security, fo faétors night -

a blip. Both pilots sighted an object and one locked on with his AT -

° . ;

Since 1917, thore have been about 1500 official. reports of sightings i

plus =: enormous volume of letters, phone calis and press regorts. During

this dcly alone, officiel reports totalled 250. Of the 1500, ATIC carries

Z as wnexplained end of those received since the first of this year, ; :

Now to shift avez fron Air Force for a nonent and into the public

donain, there are four -ajor theories in eyplanation of the Flying Saucer.

First; that.it is a U.S. Secret weapon develoment. This has been

denied officially eb the highest level of goverment and to make doubly

certcis we queried Dr. ahLinan, Chairmen off the Research and Developnent q

‘Board. Cn 2 Too Soorst basis, ha, too, denies it. However, in the ’

be nentiened shish tend to confirm the denials- first, the official,

ow gh PeeB ne te Le we tee

actios of ‘ierting” mr dar Foree «connands to intercept, and second, the

ante lL Lovable rist ascect of such £13 ¥ s-in established airLancs. °
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The second theory is that these are a Russian: develomont. Though

we know that the Russians have done work on elliptical and delta wing

principles, we have absolutely no intelligence of such a technological .

e
s

advance as would be indicated here in either desig or energy source.

Furtter, there seems to be no logical reason Lor the security risk rhich

seuld be involved and there has been no indicstion of a reconnaissance

pattern. Eowever, it shovwld be mentioned that there is a totally

unsupported thesis that this nay be a passion nigh altitude develoment

of the orld Var II Jap balloon eftert using preset clases and tae

restlting US press rezorts to chack flight tracks.

Tae third theory iz the. man from Mars — space sbips ~~ inter-

planetexy trevelless. Even though we might adait that intelligent

life nay erist elsestere and that space travel is possible, there is’

no shre= of evidence to support this theory at present. ‘There have

been ro astronsmicel observations in conZirnction — no slightest

. ,

aettoe, tty Tmagese cise

. dndicatios of the cebitting thich wuld ‘probably he necessary — and.

no tréciinc., However, t might be noted that Concr. Ue Laughlin

(of the white Sands report), a mzaber of Coneral 'is balloon people

E
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ang many others are reported to be convinced of tals theory.

The fourth major theory is that, now hold by the Air Force, that

the sightings, given adequate data, can be exilained on the basis either

of:

Wisinterpretation of known objects, or.of as yet little understood

natural phenenena,

; g-3

So much for the history of the probles. fir. Eng)mil now pick uw

with m analysis of the Air Force study.

Ssecccie. of Mey latte es et. ee Ls


