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Office Memorandim + oNiTED STATES GOVERNMENT

ro s spsistant for Uperations, O51 pate: 9 tebruary 1953
aN (. fiaydon Channing d— Opi ae =
From + vnicl, Contact uivision, CO ‘ «

subject: california Coazittee for saucer Investigation

i. kecentiy, a senber of the Les “Thgeles ‘Office hei occasion to hear Lr.
Valter Riedel tell sonething of the eativities of the California Comittee far
Saucer Investigation (C3i). dis coments, aa follows, eay be ci incerest: .

2. or, Riedel indicated he was formerly Chief Designer at ‘he Gersan Sx-
perizentel Rocket Center at Yonnesuande, Hw has been in the Uj as a “paperclip” .
gctentist for sone years. He 4s now a Projoct sngincer in the Asrophysics .
Department (Guided .ssiles) of thoHorth carigey, athatien Gere, tHe gave evary
diupression of being a conpetent sclantat, eapec knowledgeable on rocket

matters. He seened a balanced person, not given to fixations.

3, CSI has been in operation some years, conposed of privat individuals
intrigued and acientifically interested in finding en explanation for "saucer"
phenozona. To date, they have received soze 1570 letters relating to reported
sightings. Of this ‘nunber, they have bean able to inuediately or quickly elis-
inate 75» as not worts folioweuj.. the great Eroportion of this 25, have beon
diacarded upon furthex inveatigation. What was aanewhat surpriaing to the writer

was the exhaustivenesa with which these investigations are being made. Not only
are very careful caloulations rade, (f the data exiata, to check the possiblity ‘

of the ropoxrt being pbyadenliy possible (e.g., in veras of lines of sight), but
the individual reperting the sight fa investignted privately at his place «:
residence to establiah a general background of reliability and arodibility, of
tha * Ju investigated, perhaps 25 or ao sightings have baen established aa “reliable”
dn the scnse that no known axioting explanation exilata for thon, Apparently, sot
of these heva been forwarded to Wright Field, Dayton, Ohie, although there appears
to ba a tite lag of some duration while O32 ts making ita own ahock and caleulationa.
uz, Niedel'a dasoription of one roparted sighting by a Ta pilot and crew, and the
follow-up with respect to it, waa dnpreasive to the weiter in the though’ applied,

the pains taken, and the very careful application of salentifica method. '

4. 380 serious Le CSI with reapect to ita dnveatigation that Dr. Miedel indi-
cated that they are going ta execute a plansed “hoax" over the Loa Angelos arcs,
in order to test the reaction and raliabllity of the pubsiec in general ta unusual
aerial phonozene. (The sightdinga reported over .alibu in thesLoa: Aagelos_papeng df.)
Jan’ 53 could possibly be this hoax.) -Froa this oxpericont, whey hose to axzcortain
how many people report .an aerie) visual phenomenon Which has been conducted so as to
ba clearly visible to alarge nuxber of people in the arca. ‘They will also, of
coursa, be able to tost the variation of roport dotaily, etc. This expertnent ia

* dasigned to give a oouter breksround agens’ which futuro alghtingasean b> ovnluated.
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&. épparently, an eye and interest are also directed towerd the Usss,
for 5 te wre mR, RON me ae

Tralso evident in the saper entitled "xockets Bahind the Lron Cirtain",
presented bofore the anrual convention of the azerican Kocket Society in Nev
York City on 4 Dacexber’ 1952, by George F. Suvton, also of Acropbysies Vepart-

rent (liorth Anerican Aviation, Inc, jand associated with Csl,

6. Of incidental intereat may be the fact that tsa (Kational Aeronautica)
asaceiation) suggested politely and perhaps indirectiy to Or. Riedel “bat he
disassociate hinself from officiel menberahip on CSi,
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reactions to sightings as reported in the PaaVua are observed. this interest
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