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10 2 _ipsistant for Operations, Q5L DATR: 9 kebruary 1953
NN é. Haydon Chennir = Rl aer- 2=
fFrOM 31 \eicl, Contmct wivision, CO . .

SUBJECT: (alifornia Coaxittee for saucer Investigstion

1, Roenntiy, a ssmbar of the Los ?ngclu ‘0ffice hed oceasion to hear Lr.
Yalter Kiedel tell sonething of the sativitiea of thie Califorania Corziitee far
Saucer investigatioa (Cil). #His comments, ai follows, &uy be of ncerest:

2. or. Riodel indicated he was formorly Ghief Uesigner at 'he Gerzan Ex-
perizentel Rocket Center at Fesnezusnde, He has been in the UJd a3 & “poperolip® .
scientist for soune years. He is novw a Projoct sngineor in the Asropbysicd .

departaent (Cuided .ssiles) of the W  _Cerp, e gave avery
impression of baing a coxzpetent sclontas, eapes knowledgaably on rocket
mavtors. He sesmed a balansed parson, not givea to {ixavigns,

3. C3I has been in operatlon sce years, aasposed of privata individuals

{ntrigued and sclantifically intereatad in tindin; sn explanation for "sauaer?

phenocona. To duve, they have raseivad soms 1570 lettors relating to reported

sightings, Of this ‘munber, they have bsen abls to inuslistely or quicxly eliz-

inate 75» ss not worta followsu),. %he greav proportion of this 2%v baw beon

digoarded ugon further investigation. what was acnewhat surpriaing vo the writer

was the exhaustivenesa with vhich these inveatigations ure being made., HNot only

are very careful caloulstions cade, Af the dava exista, to check the rossibility .

of the roport baing pbyaically poasible (e.z., in verms of lines of sight), But

the individual raporting the aight 45 investigated privately at his plass v

residence 10 e3tabliah a genaral bookground of reliadility end arodibility, Of

the ‘Ju investigated, ps 25 or a0 aightinge have baen eetablished aa “reliable’

in the scse that no known axiasting explanation exista for them, AprArantly, most

of these huve been foruarded to Lxight Field, Layton, (hio, although thers appsars

to ba a tize lag of some duration while 041 13 x:aking ita own cheok snd ealeulations.

ur, Xiedella dasoription of one reported sighting by a TWd pilot and orew, and the

follow-up with respect to it, wea szpressive to the wriler in the thought applied,

the pains taken, and the very careful application of solentific method. ,
4, 3o ssrious is C3I with reapsot Lo ita Anvestigution that Or, Nedel indi-

cated that thay ars golng to exscute a plannad "hoax" over tha Loa Angelus aroa,

in order to test the reaction and roliabllity of the pubiie in general to unusual

aerial ghonozena, (The sightings reported over .alibu in the.loa:Angelos.paperg.df.):

Jan’ 53 could poacibly be this hoax.) :From this oxpariment, vhey hoje to azeurtoin

how many pecple roport .an asrisl visual phenoncnon wvhich has been acndusted so as to

ba clearly visible to allarge nuxbar of geople in the arca. They will also, of

coursa, be able to tost the variation of roport dotailsy, ete. Thia oxperinent ia

* daaignod Lo give u ooluqr brokgrownd wpgotinat which futuro alghtingacean B2 »-aluated.
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~arently, an cye and intorest are aluo directed towerd the Ui,

6. &Y
’), for rc_g:j-_i_‘epg i to sightings 3 ag_reparted in the PaaVua are observed. This interest

T; also evident in the paper entitled igockety HSehind the Jron Uurtain,
_resanted bofore the anrual convention of the azerican Hocket 3ociety in Hew
York City on 4 Dacexzbar’1952, by Gsorge F. Suvton, also of acrophysics Uepart-
pent {liorth hzerican Aviation, Inc,)and sssociated with csl,

6. Of ircidental interest msy be the faat that Nad (kational aeronautical
v .ssvciation) suggested palitely ound parhaps indirectly .to Dr. Riedel “hat he
dissssociave hinself from afficlel oeabership on G321,
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