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; Office MemorSakum UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
TO ‘Assistant Director, Scientific Intelligence DATE: k, Aprél 1958

FROM :Chief, Applied Science Division, SI

SUBJECT: Comments on Letters Dealing with Unidentified Flying Cojects .

REFERENCES: (1) Letter to Director, CIA, frem Leon Devidson, dated.
11 Mareh 1958

{2) Letter to Director, CIA, from Donald =. Keynea, Dixector
of National Investigations Comittee on Aerial. Phenamena

tr ty» eras of ts stn tan ty th TAC cn 3 Deomber
1952 (TAC-M-90, ng ai 3a), 2 Scientific gence sory
Panel, vas convened 1 January 1953. ‘The panel. consisted of the
following scientists: 3H. P.. Robertson, luis W. Alverez, Tloyd V.

Berlmex, S. A. Goudsmit, and Thornt.a Fege. The panel ecncerned

itself with the evaluation of any possible threat to MNaticnal.

Securityty unidentified flying objects, The panel issued a report
dated. if Jamary' 1953. This report vas classified Secret. oN

2. The letters frem Leon Davidson and Donnld Keyhoe to the.

DCX concerned themselves primarily with Edvard J. Rampelt's book

on Unidentified Flying Gojects. At the time that the scientific

parel met, Reppelt wes a Ceptain in the Air Yorce and attended the.

panel meatings. His boek, hovever, is concerned with the identi
Lica’#402 of wiidentiMed flying objects. Ruppelt’s statexanzs ‘
Segarding the mission of the panel are in error. Ea has led the
reade> to believe the perel's miseion was to identify the

_ Objects and to make reccmendations on methods to further identity
such ocdjects. This is the besis for the apparent contradictions

j which arose during the Mike Wallace television interview. Tis is

q elso the basis for Mr, Xeyhoe's misgivings.

‘ 3. In late October 1957, Major James F. Byrne of AICIN-X2A

requested a declassified version of the panel report. ‘This

office contacted each member of the panel and an agreed upon,

daclassified version wes written end sent to the. Assistant Chie?

of Steff, Intelligence, Departzent of the Air Force on 20 December
1957. I% wes the decision of all the panel mexbers and the CIA

that while no rember of the panel objected to the use of his name

in connection with the declassifted version, they desired ‘that no”
} connaction of the panel. members with CIA be disclosed.
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SUBJECT: Comments on Letters Dealing with Unidentified Fiying Objects ©

4. 3% 4s apparentfrom reading Mr. Davidson's letter that
Hike Wallace had a copy of the scientific panel report. In

efdition, the association of CIA with the US Air Force in the
selection of the panel was revealed during the television

interview. Therefore, the panel members have been associated
with CIA, contraryto their wishes and contraryto CIA's desires.

5. The real intent of the referenced letters is to obtain a
copy of the panel. report. In view of this, and of tha above, it
would be most expedient to send them the declassified version.

Za omer to not reveal an association between the panel mezbers

end CIA, either the Air Force should ansver the letters or we

should make it plain to the recipients that we obtained the

patel report from the Air Force.

6. Attached are copies of the declausified panel report.

Behe Ci inact ae ee Stes ae OEEBeer te LMR, LE IME 2TRE Ad tote tee
Fats SR eta oa . . .
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REPOS? OP THE GCTENEIFEG PANRI.

ee ey
"U7 Jemary1953 5

13 The undersigned Panel, of Scientific Co.wnltents has met at _

the request of tha Goverment to evaluate any possible threat to

national security posed by UnidentifiedFlying Objects ("Flying

Saucers"), and to make recomeniation; The Panel. has received

the evidence as presented by cognizant Govermeental agencies,

prisartly the United States Air Fores, and has reviewed 9 selection

of the dest docmmented incidentes

2; As a resalt of its consideratious, the Panel concludes:
That the evidence presented on Unidentified Flying

Objects shows no indtcation that these phenavena constitute

a direct physical threat to national security;

We firmly believe that there is no residmm of cases which indicates

phescmena which are attributable to foreign artifacts capeble of

hostile acts, and that there is no evidence that the phencmena

dnéteate a need for the revision of current sedentifie concepts:

35 In the light of this conclusion, the Penel recomendss

‘That the national security agencies take imetints steps

to strip the Unidentified Flying Objects of the special status

they have teen etven and the aura of nystery they have

wafortunately acquired;
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We saggest that this ain may be achieved by an integrated program

designed to reassure the public of the totel lack of evidence of

Quimical, forces behind the phenemenas ;

hoya Vi Bermer

niversitics,

“Hi Ps Rebertern, Chatzean Si_Ai Goudamtt

Tats Wi Alvares Thornton Pagemalea “aeesateltty
-


