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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY a

WASHINGTON 25, D.C. -

13 March 1953

‘The Secretary of Defense

Department of Defense

Washington 25, D. C.

Dear Mr. Secretary:.

The Director of Central Intelligence has asked thet you. be

furnished @ copy of the attached report prepered by a panel of
selentiste on the subject of “Unidentified Flying Objects." This

penel was convened at the direction of General Smith, following the

recommendation of the Intelligence Advisory Committee.

The conclusions and recommendations may be of interest to you,
in that they point out certain potential dangers to national security

which are related to the subject and suggest ways of their elimination.

Although this Agency does not-consider—probleus-earising froa——___________

sightings of "flying saucers" primarily its concern, ve shell be

any appropriate action thet you may deem ad-

jrret Beytl bi

pleased to assist in

visable.

ae Révies of, this report are also being sent to the
kee end tofythe ‘Chairman, National Security Resources Board.

< oO ;
fe

= FF
. . ~-o i

Sc ar RICHARD D. DRAIN

on] = Secretary
sd m Intelligence Advisory Committee

Enclosure

This material contains infarction
affecting the national defonse of
the United States with the maaning
ef the espionage jaws, Title 18, USC,
Secs, 793 and 794, and transmission.
or revelation of which In any manner to.Sitios a wnawthorized person is prohibited by
aw, . .. SecDef, Conte vo. 0 3-le/ Dor Release ©Approved
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REPORT OF THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL

UytDERSIE TED FLYING OBJECTS JAN 17 1953

1. Pursuant to the request of the Assistant Director for Scientific

intelligence, the undersigned Penel of: Selentific Consultants has met to

evaluate eny possible threat to national security posed by Unidentified

Flying Objects { "Flying Saucers"), and to make recommendations thereon.

‘Tee Panel has received the evidence as presented by cognizant intelli-

. gence egencies, primarily the Air Technical Intelligence Center, and has

revieved: a’“sélection of ‘the, best docutiented Aneidents - Lone
a

2. As a ‘result oftte considerations ? the Panel. concludes.

a. Theat the evidence presented on Unidentified Flying

Objects shows no indication that “these ‘phenomena constitute

a direct physical threat to national security.

' Ve firmly believe that there is no residuum of cases which indicates

phenomena which are attributeble to foreign artifects copable of hostile

, acts; and inde there is no.evidence that the ‘phenomene’‘indicate a need

for the revision of current scientific concepts.

3. ‘the Panel further concludes:

; a. . That the continued enpbesis ‘on the reporting of |

| these’ paenocient does, in these parlous times, result in e
threat to the orderly functioning of the protective organs

of the poay politic.

We cite as examples the clogging of channels of communication by irrelevant

reports, the danger of being led by continued false alarms to ignore real

Z
a ; SecDef,Conta, rob 2GHD .
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‘{naications of hostile action, end the cultivation of ‘a niorbid national a

"psychology in which skillful hostile propaganda could induce hysterical’

behavior and harmful distrust of duly constituted authority.

| h, in order most effectively to strengthen the national facilities

for the timely recognition end the appropriate handling of true indications

of hostile action, and to minimize thé conconitent dangers alluded to

above, the. Panel recoumends: - |

| a. That the national security agencies teke imediate steps

+o strip the Unidentified Piying Objects of the especial status they

. have béen given and the aura of mystery they heve unfortunately

i ecquired; .

oy That ‘the nationdd security agencies institute policies

on intelligence, training, and ‘public: education designed to prepare

the material defenses. end the morale of the country to recognize

most promptly and to react most effectively to trve indications

of hostile intent or action.

Ye suggest that these ‘aims may be achieved by an integrated progran

designed to reegsure the public of the total jack of. evidence of inimical
,

forces: behind the phenomena, ‘to train personne) to recognize end reject
«

felse indications quickly ‘and effectively, and to strengthen reguler

channels for the evaluation of and prompt reaction to true indications

of hostile: measures .

[el oya V. Berkner
' Associated Universities, Inc.

[s/_H. P. Robertson: oo, Cheirman
‘California Institute of Technology [e/_S. A. Goudemtt

‘ Brookhaven ‘Rational Laboratories
/s/ Ints W. Alvarez
University of California /s/ ‘Thornton Page

Johns iHopkins University
inti



C00183852..

tae

gua i TB

SCIENTIFIC ADVISORY PANEL ON -

‘UNIDENTIFIED FLYING oBrEDES |

. Us - 17 Jomary 1953

BUDRICE PRESENTED

le
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Seventy-five case. histeries of¢ atgttase ist ~ 1952 _(watectad by
ATIC as those best documented) «

ATIC Status and Progress Reports of Fioject GRDUGE and Project
BIJE BOOK (cede names for ATIC. study of subject) «.

Progress Reports of Projest STORK . (code name for Battelle Memoria
Institute contract work Supporting ATIC)»

. Report of USAF ‘Research.Center,‘Cantrdage, ‘Hess., Tovertiertion of

Suimary Report.af Sighting atHotonan MMe Force Base, New Maxcteo.

; "Green Fireball" Phenomena © (Project. TWINKLE). ae,

6.

Ve

- Outline of Investigation of Usk.Tf.) Proposed by Kirtiend Ade. Fores
_ Base (Froject POUNCE). a

Motion Picture Films of sightings at Seaonton, Tab, 2: July. 1952
end Great Falls, Montana, August 1950. .

8.

15.

Ri et ee ee ee

Summary Repart of 89 selected ‘cases. of' sightings of. various
categories (Formations, Blinking Idghts,. Hovering, eter).

7 Draft of noma How to Make a FLYOHRPI*, Brepared at ATI 7

Chart Shoiring Plot,‘of Geogrankite Tocation «of Terntatned Sightings
An the United States Guring’ 19526 Pe oN

Chart Showing Balloon. Texinching Sites in’‘the United States.

Charts Showing ‘alasten Actual: Balloon’ Flight Paths: and Relation
to Reported Sightings.

_ Charts Showing Frequency of ‘Reporte of+ Sightings, 1948 -. 1952. .
Charts Showing Categories: of icplanations of Sightings.

Kodachrome Transparencies of Polyethylene Film Balloons in Bright
Sundtght Showing ‘High Reflectivity.

A ae eeeee ee ee
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17.

“18.

19.

206.

21.

aa a _ “ms B

‘wotdon }ptoture «of¢ seagulls 4n bright sunlight showing¢ igh.reflectivity.
Intelligence Reports: Relating 40 U.8.3.Ro Interest in U. 5. Sightings.

Samples of Official USAF Reporting Forms and ‘Copies of Pertinent
_ Air Force, Army and Navy. Orders Relating to Subject.

Semple Folysthylene "Pillow" Balloon (54 inches square) «

"Variations anSader Coverage"; ‘TANP ‘Jol. ‘(Nema {llustrating unusual
_ operating cheracteristion of Service radar).

‘Miecellaneous official letters and foreign AntelLigese reports
dealing with aubjects on

Ceptes of popular published works dealing. with subject (artieles-
4n periodicals, newspaper clippings and books) .
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7 Se ~~. SGTENTIFIC “ADVISORY PANEL ON
UNIDENTIFIED FLYTAG OBJECTS

VU, = 1 Jamery 1953 |

QRGANTZATTON

Dr H. P. Robartes (Chatrmen) Ce2tfornta Institute
; of Technology

‘Drs Inte. W. Alvare- ‘University of

De. Livy V. Berke Assooiated Univer= -
. / gities, Ina

'. Brookhaven National:-*\ Drs, Samed Goudemit-
re eo, -{t Taboratories,

“orice“of Research ©
re Operations, Johna

Dr. J. Allen Hynekx ‘Ohio State Univer
sity

. ves rs C. Durant “Arthor Dy Little,

a .Pate.ea,‘WilMan %, Carland -—GumantingGeneral,
a me . ATT”

DrscHy Mexshell: Chedvell | Assstent Director,

Mire Ralph L, Clark Deputy sasistant
ro Direa,yor', O/SI, CIA

Sequnahibaesaaeenyrerre

ALL on o 
cope

“Hopkins University —

ott

“FIELD oF compan: ,

Physics, ueapons
systens

. Fhysics, radar

Geophysice

Atomic structure,
‘ statistical-

problems

_ physics ..

Scientific and
technical tetelli-
gence ;

Scientific and
“teahnical intell1-

gence

Setentific ana |
technical intellie

gence
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ERTIES (con't) | QRGAN TZ SL LOR 7 ETELD OF SOMPEC SL
Me. Philip G. Strong ’ Chief, Operations Scientific ani

' Staff, 0/SI, CIA technical intcli4—

gore

ie, Stephan T, Possony Aeting Chie?, Speeial Setentifie and
Study Group, D/T technics! intelise
Usar genss

Capt. Biverd J. Roppelt, USAF Chief, Aerial Phenamena Selentifie and
. Branch, ATIC, USAF technical intelit{e

. gemse
r

Mr. Jo Dewey Fournet, Jr. “Tne Ethyl Corporation Aero Bag.

It. R.. 3. Heasham, USN -USH Phote Interprete=- Photo interpretation

. . . ; . i .

a Me, Harry Weo, -USH Puote Interprote- Fhoto interpretation

. . . . 7 Anesast:i=

=
 

a
n
n
e
mO
e
 
p
e
t
e
 

e
t
 
S
a
o
 
e
e

NND 931444-39


