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On 17 Jua 66, at 2187 hours, local time,

eneran, lran, on an international nu;m. 3 obswrved 8 strange
Phefonencn on the horizon. As we ware approsching the Rudasiur bescon,
located spproxisately 25 miles VSW of Malwabad Airport, Tebwran, ve mud-
denl obssrved a brilliamt white sphers appromimating the coloration and
intensity of full bright woon. The sphers sppearsd suddenly and ar the
iarst aighting vas approxisstely three times the size of & full soon.
At the rodent, we were flying at approxisately 18,000 fest on & courss
of 070 degrees at a spead of about 200 knots. ‘lh- aighting occurres Just .
#s we prapared to fly a circulsr patters over the Rudsshur bescon pricr
to descending; to & lover sltitude and heading for Nelxabad Alrport. Ve
ozservad the sightiny threughout the tine we clrecled the Rudeshur beacen,
a tise ve lster calculatad t6 Be of four to five minutes duraticn. I
would estimate the position of the sphure to be ou & heaading of 010
derrecs ond de=p within the Soviet Union, parhaps nocth of 60 degrees
latitude. During the four to five mimites that I observed the sphere, it
continved to grov in sise as ita intensity dinimisbed. Toward the end of
this periud it becane very faint and its enorecus size seemed te fill the
saye The base of the sphers appeared to rest on the horizon throughaut
the period it was observed, indicating that the ceoter of the sphere ws
rising during the time that it was expanding. The weather cooditions
vere sucellent and the ummsuelly clear sky affarded unlimited visidilicy,

Another sirliner st & slightly lower altitude also obeerved the phencasnon
and we exchanged revarks sbout its On Jasding at Nelwwded Alrport sose

20 minutes leter, wa discoverrd that the phmcmenco wes ot ssen from the
fround except poesibdly during the very last stages, At that poist, sisce
the intensity had 20 markedly diminished, It would go umsoticed unless
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unless cna were alerted te leok for it, The aison fer 1ts belig
alscurvd from the ground is sttriluted to the aliupt vise of the very
Rizh mountain range nacth of the €Aty L Sus dircetion of the phensucssn,

< dou’t imow what caused thie atrange ecoxrence wiieh we chswved, 3
fAd never sean anything ressmdling it ia over 20 yeurs of flylsg enperie
thces  One theory sdvanced to me was that the shpere ws a "faise moon®
asd that such & phencmenca wus sesn fear Ross, Italy. Wy feeling is that

the sphers was forwed Dy gases emanatiag perhaps fres ¢ sen-nade enplesion.

Thess gases forming the sphere have beea illunisated by the sun frem
tha back side. utuomn:.:au. it wuld acesnat fér the dinialsh-

iny iatensity as the dessity of the gases dacreansd with the apeosion of
the sphere. : -
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