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3. Cn 17 Jun 66, at 21%? houre, local tine,

eherean, Iran, on an international flight, 3 obecrved » strange

‘pheftonench on the horizon. As we vere approaching the Rudeshur bescon,
located approximately 25 alles WS of Nebrabad Airport, Teheran, we asd-
den}: observed a brilliant white sphere appronimating the coloration and

intensity of full bright moon. The sppeared suddenly end at the

éarst aighting wes approniastely three tines the size of 6 ful} soon.
At the mozent, we were flying at approximately 18,000 fest on a course

of 070 Gepreen at a speed of about 200 knots. The sighting cccurred just .
as we peepared to fly a circular pattern over the Rudestur beacon pricr
to descending to @ lover altitude and heading for Nelwahad Airport. We

ocserved the sighting throughout the tine we circled the Rudeshur beacen,
a tine we lester calculated t6 be of four to Five minutes duration. I

would estimate the position of the sphere to be on s heading of 010

dercees end dezp within the Soviet Union, perhaps socth of 60 degrees

latitude. During the four to five aimites that I observed the sphere, it
contimed to grov in sine as ita intenalty dininiebed. Toward the end of

this periad at becane wary faint and ite encrece size seemed to fill the

Shy. The base of the sphere appeared to rest on the horizon throughat
the period it vas observed, indicating that the center of the sphere we
rising during the time that it was expanding. The weather cooditions

vere etcellent and the vausvally clear sky affarded unlinited visibility.

Another sirliner st a slightly lower altitude aloo observed the phencasnon

and we exchanged resarks about it. On lasding at Mehmabed Alrport sone

70 minutes later, we discovered that the phanenanon was not seen from the
fraund except possibly during the very last etages. At that poiat, alnce

the intensity hed so markedly dimiaished, it would go unsoticed unless
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unless one were alerted te lech for it, The Faison for ite being
sdscured from the ground ie attributed te the aleupt wise af the very
high mountain range narth of the edty Ln tue divcetion of the pheneucnen,

dea’t imow what caused thie atrange ecourrence whfeb we cheered. <=
tad never sean anything resembling It ia over 20 years of fiying enperin
ence. One theory advanced to ne wae that the shpere tas eo "fxise acca”
aad that such a phenomenon ume seen Gear Rone, Italy. My feeling is that
the aphare wee foreed dy gaees enanating porhapa freea sancnade explosion.
Thess gasen forming the ephere have been illunioated by the aun frentha beck side. Ie thie were tes asec, St would aveewatfar the Ginlalsh-
ing intensity ac the density of the gasee decreased With the expeosion af
the sphere, . ~
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