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' Y= gre 2aferring for the preaent the doavening of & davpe pemel of &tvers:

DEC 13 1852

MENCRALDUM FOR:  Tho Direetor of Ceatral Intolliganse T
mmUCAs Deputy Direstor (Intelligeniw)
gUnIEeTs Unidentified 71ying Chleats S

BEFIEINCE: ‘n) Requast of the Dirweter of 10 Docesber JyS2
D) Nezo froa ALf5S to Dizructow duted 3G Decezbor 1952

1. Pursueat £8 the request of tde Diractor, the following ezplifl~
gatica-of Raference (b) end review of the curment situstica is audaitted.
A prelizizery raoviov of tre USAY investisstion of this subject Los Beon
cozplatad. Vith rospect $o $he receat incid=xts eacuer=iel in Relorancas
{v), a23iticnnd Lnvorcatica Loa been obtainad which is eppeaded a8 Tob A.

2. A trip to Aly Teckmicel Yatellipence Cezter ves cade op Fridsy,
22 Decester by AD/SI, Dr. i, P. Sobertesn (ccazulissc), esdliz. Fo €. .
Doeat (Operaticas Stagf/sSr). Dizing this visit the O/SI oG wos
brizfed oa the curzest gptotid OF the InVesTigztich, e3d copies of selacted
tase sivdies and profress ropoTts vers oblained. Thic miterisl bas tesn
subcaguextly studied 1= cdetoll. '

-
-

. 3« Theve still exists no reasshalls evidonce txat = chlects
sirnied 2re of foreigs orifwn. hxile toere is 2 lndlceticn that these
objects Terresent 3 &irost threet o the pztiomal defense, there ore
certess posencial daapers wvhiich ore relnted t0 teese sigitizngs. #s.a
resuit of the Irip 522 thooa conclusicas, O/SI &s proceeding with plans
to cozvess a group (srocebly ot nore thex shree), ©F top loval consulte
gats In the ields of pipysies {reder end upper gizospaere), estrovhysics
£23 astroacsy, to review the evidence ond reoaceend, with Tespect O3

53 .. ’!tethe.'.alaaw of inveatigatica of ubideatified flying
evlectz. : ; . .

e Ins:r:.satnticn $0 cbiaia data in future =ighilagm.
. Methols uf ropid fdestilication of waldennidicl m'!ns\ [

. .
"% e o

. enjesta. e e e ety
2. CTasiradility for coavening of a Jorger pamal. i
. L] ‘

seleatifie 1ntarasss for a dotalled revicw of the substaatlive sopects of

© . the presles trocsusa of fusufficicnd and iocomplobe dats.

Approved for Release / ??
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1. Motlon Pletires, Trimvnton, vt.h

This cres Iovolves tha ﬁlmunz ard r.bommph.lna (tnanx::c:a £11:3)
of tea tright li:hts roving caraose the ey ca 2 July 1352 in ronch forzae

‘tion. Louwrce 1o a Chief sholomrogsher's ¥ate, UST, with 17 yezrs photoe

grazhic exparience. Sbe local tize wes LL10; weather cooditicns bright,
clear, =0 clouds. Chjlests eppeared to b2 “=illing about” vwiile traveling -
3in o testarly direction =cress the oky. Sourse ves driving nlcoaz ths
rocd vzaz the slphiing occwrzed. Ee stogred the ear an? photocranied
tho eve=t vith bis perscasl cazara. Tovard the end of the ateniirg, cne
objmswhdtmthmtm:mudmowmw. !

Btetus:  2TIC Mosn,-.ne Ledoratory exemination of the £ilz resulted
1a Tallovisg cmluuau: .

- Be na,.«.:,mm.umm:m..
b mzmmmmet:qmbuucrm.

‘Co  Bxmot paturs cenmot be detdérzined, dDeczuse they gre
+viotbhle oaly £ =)l spots of light. It cmo te deducen, howe
ever, that thoy ere elfiner pomeapborical in ghsse £ad sizflax
to brigat metal in raylactance or elss verisztly selif-lusirnous.
Ctlzets vhich folizw similoy: courses chow oisdlex brightuess
Lizetraticss valck: ssuld bte czused by thu..r toking ginilis 221gAt
avkituics.

d. Apporeaily 2 coordizmtion of wovemoat to soow extent 3
oy tarse obiceis. Uhoy sesm to move Ain formaiiona vhich are 4
pretanly J-dimessisoad in arrengeseat. 3

e, %Sha coresezta puzgest flight paths muna.ﬁnm
curr-s :zspa.:.

T+ Tha sinsle objuct which reversed cowxrse romalined
Toazemsbhly wuifors in trightzess. . It folloved e nesrly stralght 3
Jixe potd with resscmslie wniforaity of wotdon at en asgular ’ A
volssity of sbemt 2.1 /sec. {213 is cqmizalaat o tha '

LoAonriosy goosas: 37 ook SEO) yerds; 75 =eb S 1000 yards;
313 = USC0D yards; 750 moa .sa.c,ooo Joxes; ette)e . e
g. It w=ul2 prohebly B m.: QLPiemIs to .'r.'.tste
in $NOWprersy for Yraudlest p:..,

Yl

© Snip £z s cusrostly wmdor exazfnat 1on by the U. S. x‘.’zv Faoto Inter~

. protetica Lokoratory, Anacostios Escimated ccr.:neuca date: 15 Jasuxry
1953«
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s elzbting cemured tha nizhat of 1C-11 Oetober 1552 frem 2320 to
03508 loend tina, by obaorvers ot i wepilor statimsa at thoge Afy Force
Eczes. ‘The dosoristion or tha 1iskd was Moirowler orcRgs ¢bJses wilh
fous grpen 1ishte nosshy,* sucadalits alzktizon of c.-.cr"-lca a2 u..i-
muth vere obtu!:xca Toathsr tas cloore .
Stotuss A eorarisen of ‘~-crvci szimths &1l elcvsuc:.. of ta sup-
rosad obleat with the calculatsd vosition enf raictive =otion of tho
planat uupihc: lcm Aiteleo ccn.t kat the observad oh.;et:" vas nntuauy
Jw-w.

3.  Panertc? S2outins of @ Sheemes Chisct in Plarddn )

Teie gizkiiar szo Tezoried bty & Ear Scoutzsstor ta lave coorred ot -
2153 toon) it 0a 1F August 1252 noar Yest Faln Doack, Flomi@a.  Accdide
ixg to the alory plven, ibe sonweo ves e_-:.m:; adeay decertcd.rond in
ki3 eor, tocotkep with foue Toy Sccuts. Sighilng a siroogs light, sowres
Stoopsd the eavr, enuticssd {re toys to l.t, end antere2 'Lz pelaatto
UnSawemarth plona, then ka2 i€ 258 return idn & fov =iosizs, ond wiltaece-
4=g scre sirozpe Lshts In 1he vizinity of tke eenw f.::.-.:*” t..e toys vent
Lor »elp, z-'-t.xr-.i..s with a dzputy saexifl, The sesubmas tc. sopearcl,

odly Srils 2y S12,22y burzad O3 tho forexrss. m.s story wus that
ke 1—=3 r:-\_:x 8 lesrr eirsuisr ohizct odout eifst feet owor Ris keald wuich
hod >siszsed o "five 2271° vhich deseesied on him. Ee stoted thet ke Xed
thrors BAosolf tpen ths grousd ool “bLlesked out.® Thors vars verlous
otk sxhrsidories 45 e sisry. 519 ean wes burasd slichily send soiples
©OF £33 teken frem thy domadisto vicintly of the "cightins® @iffarad
siroszely In appdcrencs from seoples T8 yards ewmy.

Bixtuo:  Sre tootorosd ¢f Sun sourse indicates ep unmnvity porsonsl

ropuistion axnd cristud) record, yesuliing in tie dellef thal the roport
ey bove Yoox an elobosate laey, Bowever, tha unusunl condiiicn of the
EraeE soonlen 1o cimTonuly weoplolined. Shis ant, to‘f"tz'.ar with other
BSpoats of ihe ense, lecve Linal dol ex-zl.nn‘am in :‘.oubn th.a '.‘.ma
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THE JOHNS HORKING UNIVERSITY

OPERATIONS RESEARCH OFFICE
€410 CONNECTIRUT AVENUE - -

e w EMIVY CHASE, MARYLAND
. WITH THE : [T

DTPARTMENT BF THE ARNY . 12 Dee erber 1952 . » . ‘ BLives 43?0

. . E. F. Robortszon

[

Coamos Club .
2121 Massachusetis Ave., N. W. . ' . .

Vlashingtca, D. €. .

.fair pos3izility no.,e in the New Yorker nrticle.

Dear He. 3.t - ’ ._ : ] -

Here is that artizle you mentioned from the Yey Yorier, which T
fourd nost imeresting and informative: I have 135ted telow a few
itens which swemed to me to nced further discussicu:

Patrdl Caonerus

Fred Valppie at Harverd has had considerzble experierce in develop~
ing ard using smal?. ﬁua.eriany mounted cameras. Taese &re exposed
for ssveral hei's nirougd a rotating seetor, and show a metleor trail as
a serics of c: ‘1 a basksrouxd of stars, ihus providing the neteorts
angaler veloci-::~. ia memy cases tuo such cameras are used, separated by

- several miles, so that tk2 space track of the meteor can be dexrived.

As I 2 :cau, reteor sairel cameras have been used in the vicinity
of Bostcn a:* zouthern Ve Heidco only. 411 the photographs arve pre-
served, and I an sure there have been no unidentified objects of any

e to date. A possible modificztion of this technigue «hich wendd
provide rore co~p1ete eovorzge is to use the Greenstein-Henyeoy wide-
anzle cazere, sthich photc=vaphs 1£0° of the sky at once. Such a camera
is in use 2% the Yorkes Cszervatory and is reported most recently in a
paper by Sizcrpless and Celerbreok in the Is..troehysical Jouwrnal, 1951.
The rmajor d.*.i‘.‘.‘ic*.lt; of ozeration would be changing the £ilm, which |
might bs rade azicmatic.

Anothe> cvse of caweras could be on aelected ground radar scopes.
Possibly- such a camera should be kept in stand-by status and tr.l.ggered by
the oparcisr when unidantified objocts are on the screen.

The izs:e of light =t hand-held camerzs to aircraft p:lota is another

Studr ol Cc-amicztiions Systens

One c. cur (€ projocts is undertaiing such a study, and has col-
Jected a larze amount of literature. The Dritish Army Cperational Re-
search Giroup has nade scveral studies of air raid reporting systems as -
used in cxercises, which shour tie distortion snd “noize” introduced in
any rcporiing srstem. There is a possibility of obtaining conparzhle 2 -

"
* ~
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Pr. [cbertcen 32 Docecher 1952

- 0w

Qata on false zlarms to fire departrments and »fleps® in severdl mititary
sitvations (such as Jorth africa in 19h2). X have been intrigued writh

the electronic anclogue of a cemymrieatiéng system with feedback. The
circunstonces leading to instavility of such a systen might be measured |
4f » inple -theory can te postulated; e.g., if something analogous %o
jripedance of tae circuit determinss imstability.

Nass Psrcholo c -

Tt 4s clear that a sirple staterent has not and will not convince -
the putlic. A paychologist may have scne theoreticel framework in which
past "flaps” of this kind can be analyzed and the results extended to
the presant difficuliy.. ' :

Genaral Reouireseat

Tt seens to me that the major difficulty as present is the lack of
o well-defined attitude zrong respensitie officials: elther thers is ox
there is not convincing evidence of sigaificent phenomena. To resolve
this questicn it mst te decided in advance what leval of completenesa
i3 necessery in explaining regorts, amd what indications of hostile intent
are necessary to make reporied objects of imgortance. It night bkelp
to poirt cut the differs=ss tatween open-nindedress and indecision, and to

Zgest scae level of credulity below which reporis i1l not even be con-

sidered. : ’ s

{ I=. 2den B. Meinel wao is an assistant professor of astrophysics 4

: 2t the Terkes Observeicsy, vho has teen concerned with the photography 73
of tarore znd who hes designad cermplex wide-angle caneras for the Air i 3

: Force uoder a subcontrect itk Zoston University, might be helpful in i

; discussion of cameres notod atove and of surorel phenomena. However, /

the 2ir Torce suthoritizs here have nc record of his clearance. If

you tre interestod in hiz, we cculd ask him by telephone what his clearaace

is end wiih» what organization. i

.

o= -

Yours sincerely,

o T T

Thornton Page

v
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KESCRAUTGE FORs The Direstar of Cantral Intelligescs

Fanuua: Poputy Dirseter (Intellicenec) e
SWIEST: Ualdzatified Flylsg Objects S
REmos: " Roguest of the Dirsetor of 10 Decesher 3952 =

. .
-

-

1. Toe following 4s a mz=cry of thue curreat sitaation with yes- |
pict o the Investiyaticn of wnidantificd flying o\aeetn. Bagant

incileats include: i . S T
a. MNevies ¢ tea {10) u:.identiﬂd t].,in.g o’ojccts N .
(izexrlnificd oo the tesis of n tm:hmork:mm-s .
of airerntt), mzar Traueston, Uich, ea 2 July 1952. Wt
B.. A very trilliect midestificd Jght over the coawt

cf Maize for obozt four bours on the night of 10-12 Ootoker . ° -
stai;mc::;:te..ta“et.'eormt.thmcam

te sustained By asy kocum dsvice.’ ] ar S L -

c. Alle;, **-euthcdeﬂcsmmmzﬁ.’.h -
Florida late thig su:::cr vhiek left sozs preﬂs:xt.l.; mmn..ud.
elter-eficcts,

2. Fuoercus ctkor siahtinu of lights or ch, ects t'bzch .
|+ either in coafiguratica OF pIror=aace 42 not resaue eny
- knowa asriel veljcle or erplaincule n..‘au'al PREICIINC.

2 In nx:'tbcraa-c of tke IAD actlon on 5 Pecerber, O/SY has 'bee.-x
\?arling with Ir. U. P. Rctertcon, cousultant (former Directar of Besearch,
¥SZC), toraxd esteblisiing a perel of £op pelcoticts a2zd esginesrs in ths
ﬁe;.u: of esirsthysics, nuciear enary, electronies, etc., to rovicew this
- situaiica. Wuslelecried casperciion hes  beea zscured ’cy PIfinsy aa:l ATIC,
oud o visit by nu;.n., I:. Ratertsen, audll’z. Dursat of Gifta ATIC 4
plooned for Fridsy. It is hoged to orsnﬁz’ the panel W.:l::
subsitatlve scieatilic xeview of this subject withiin “tke nexs two %o

thres vooks,. A . . LI
- - -
S ae . - . Caem . W tae e we ot el .\ -
e AT LIRS B S LRI P SRR L PR IC WP PR
- .- FA B - . e seud ¥

K‘. Sesammmtsmw syw gy
L

PEItinR Srutwon {1 O

SR S e Aspistent Dircetor - . .
. mn’crib'./zti.cn- T et Belentific Intelligence SR
/1 -
Opas/sl - J. v
Pro‘/st - . 3 .
AD/ST - ) .-

05T :RIC/ntwr ( 1on~c5°)
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" * " 9Decenber 1952 -

HEORRIDUM FOR RECCRD )
SUBTECT: Unidentified Flying Objects

-

1, At 115 hours todey I talked by telephone with
Ceptain Bivard J. Ruppelt (Chief, Aerial Fhenomspa Eranch,
Anzlysls Division, ATIC). The purpose of the call was %o
detemine if Captain Ruppelt would be in Washingten during the
et few days so that he might meet with Dr. Robertson. Also,
if there had been any developments in the Limestone-Fresques Isle

case. .

2, Captain Ruppslt stated that he had put in a request to
come to Washington last weck tut thet he had besen "running into
& sneg® in getting avay 2zd he intimated that his intenmticn to
specifically visit CIA pay have been the diffieunlty. By obligue
references it was dster=imsithst Colonsl Dcpald Y. Bower {(Chief,
Analysis Division) was blocking his trip. FHote: IT this is
true, it is ¢ifficult io understand since Colonel Dower, in
discussions vith E. Teiss and myself on 25 Hovecber, indicated
corplete willingness £a- cooperation. Ruppelt stated that he
werdd try agaia and hersd 4o be in Yashington next week. I
gave =o indication of itie agresients reached on this subject in
the IAC neeting on 4 Dececber. .

3. Regarding the Limestone-Fresque Isle cass, Captain
Ruppslt reported that the observation is suspecied of being the
Planet Seturn. A sighsing of Saturn with the szne theodolite
will be made within the naxt few days. An emmination of this
date vith rossible thesdolite resding errors should indicate
vheihes the sighting could conceivably have been of this planet.
I £5i=2 it gifficvlt %o believe that the noons of .Saturn could
be ssan visibly.. : R ) .

. Cazptain Purpelt stated that he had a packasge of

A
_epelrses and reporis vhich he desired to have /31 study and
.was pl=nuing to hazi-cerry to Washington.. I mentioned that

scm=c== fyon 0/SI night be making a trip to ATIC within the
next w2sk or so. Puprelt stated that he would be pleased to

g5
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heaxr from me at any time. MHis office tolephono nunber is Dayton,
Chio, Kermore 7111, Extension 65365 and his !wuc telephone mmber
is ilalnut 7113. .

mst.-.-“-.vﬁmg :
Orit Subjeat ﬂ.le / 7 i f .,4,.,.-.;..-.1
’- nul, rm fﬂe }{,’, ;,.Lr.-.q.la) ’i"-ﬁ'”"v"
1~ Chrond file
PN FIFI el St WA T e cemdicabi e he L B IRIGD. L Tottie




