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DES 13 1952

NENCRAGDUM FOR: © Tho Director of Central Intelligauce my

sumed Deputy Direator (ZoteLligesén)

eungeens Unidentified Piying Objects Lyte

BEPIRINCS: fe) Roquart of the Dirseter of 10 Dacesher lyS2 ;
b) Nexo trea Ad/Gz to Director duted 16 Decabor 1952

le Pursuent.t6the request of the Director, the folloving ezplifi~.

eatica-of Roference (b) end review cf the current situation is subaitved.
A preliciaary roviow of tre USAF iuvestication of this subject hoe beon
cormlated. With respect to tus recent incidents samerste’ in Retorvence

(o), azditions. inyomatica Loa been obtained which is appended as Tob Ac

2. A.teip to Aly Teebetce] Inteliicence Center wes cade on Fridsy,

22 Decesber by AD/SI, Er. i, Ps aberteon (ecasultencj, endlse. F. C.
Durent (Cpersticas Start/st).) Dering this visit the 0/S= group was
briefee on the cursett ptetus of the investigztion, ena copies of selactel
fase studiea ana gromress resorts vere obtained. This materisl nas been

gubpeguently studied is detail. — .

. 3. Gere still evists no reasonsble evidence that tee chlects ae

Biphtea ere of foreign crigas. bhile there is a0 iniieation that these

Odsects vemresent a dirast threat to the netiasal deferss, trere are

certet= sotential dianers viich ore related to tuese sightings. Asa

result cf the trip sak these conclusions, O/SI is proceeding vith plans

to cosvese a group (srocebly not nore then three), Cf top Icvel consult.
ents in the fields of paysies (redar end upper etcospuere), eastrochysica
end astrencsy, to xevies the evidence ond recocend wlth sespect to;

bs a. SethoZolosy of investigation of ubiéeatified fying
edjects. , . . .

de Instrosentation to ebtain data in future 2! p¢h)oace.

c. Methods of repia ideatéfiention of unidenvicr. flying

AS eines chests. . ” . eh ec este ate .
a. Yesiraviity for convening of a larger paral. ~

* . ‘

We ere eoferrins for the present the doavenizg of o Iorge peeel cf aivors: q
scientific interests for a detailed review of the aubstantive nxepeets of

me the presles keesuse of insufficient and focosnlate data.

Approved for Release { 39
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Xe Morton Pictures, Triatcs, Utes

Mis cove Involves the sighting ana photasraphing (Kctasheess P11-3)
of ten bright lights roving esrose the ey oa 2 July 1952 1m crovzh forza.
‘tion. Source io a Chief shotorrasher's Hate, UCI, with 17 years photo.

grashic experience. ‘The local tice ves 1210; weather conditions bright,

clear, =o clouds. Cbjests eppeared to be “cllling about” walle traveling-

in © vesterly direction serosa the sky. Sourte was driving nlong ths

roca, wosn the sightings occurred. Ee stovped the esr acd photocranze3

the evext with his persons) camern. Toverd the end of the aichtics, one

Objec= separated from the rest ard reversed course ecrona tha shy. ,

Ststes: sTIc photomreshie Laberatory exenination of the file: resulted
‘SaSalisvisg soaslusiccs:

+ Be 40 cojacta, ali eltke sn novenant snl cise. .
be Deeldedly inproveble that they are birds or tellccas.

‘Ce Exact nature cemet be detéerzined, because tisy ers
vintble only a3 e=22) scots cf light. it cas te deduces, howe

» that they ere eftner nonesphoriesl in shase 202 sistier

to bright mezal in revlectance er else yertehls self-lurinoss.

Colcets which folicy sinila: courses choy similar brightaess —

Pinscvatioss weich esuld be csused ty *oear teiing sintiz’ Slisht

estituzes.

ad. Agparestis a coordization of moversat to som extent

emus these obicets. Troy seem to nore in farc|atioss vkler are

pressbly 3-dimessicsal in arrengenest.

e. hs rovecents cussess flicht patas consisting of skew
curves 22 SpaSs.

> She single object shich reversed cowse socaine]d
Seasenzbly tuiforn in trighteses... It sollowed & nesrly straight

ize pou with reascnttie uniforaity of motion at £2 angular

wolseity of sbeut 2.1“farce {Shig is cqutvalest to tha
fellovizg speete: 37 meh£559 yerds; 75 opbG 1600 yards;

_ BTS sosUEC00 yares; 750 ma 620,009 yards; cette).

se

. ve
oe ae The ee

e “me would grobebly be extremely |aitticnis to Sntinte
thia jmowrTersy for Yrendulest purposes

' FTaieFilm is eurrestly wager exanination by the U. S. Nevy Fhoto Icter-

. pretaticu Ichoratory, Anacostion Escinated completion estes 25 Jeousry

1953-
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Sats etshting secured tha night of 10-31 Setobar 1952 fron 23%) to
0353 loonl time, by obgorvers a= the weather atations at these Aix Force

Eoees. ‘The Goseristios of tua lich? wos "cirevler orcage objces with
Tow ercer Vishts neessy." Thesdolite alzkbloca of clavation acd azte
mutsh vere obtutne@. eather vas clecre . . .

-2e Ertens T3ih:% pichted fro: Presse Tela cn@ Limsstewe fie Pores

te

States: A comperison of cbeorved azimuths end elevetiors of the supe
posst obfect with the calculated vosition x18 raictiv motion of the
pianet Jupiter leeve little dowet that the observed object was actually

Jupiter. . . . . . .

3- Fenerte® Stontiars of a Steenet Object in Plarita =|:

Tee sicktias we resorted ty & Ray Scoutesster ta have eccurreant
2159 Asosd ti 04 19 August 1552 near West Fakc Beach, Floriéa. Actoxlq
arg to the stary given, the source wes asiving alear dasertcd rend in

bis cor, tomether with four Loy Scouts. Sighting a strong: ligkt, sewee

Storpe? the eas, cuuticssd the toys to welt, on@ entere’ the pelostio

Uaterorevth elena. When ke did .ot return in «© fev cicutes, ond witsece-
ac¢ seve stre=pe Lishts in the vieinity of the cesutranter, the bogs vent
for belo, ratarniny with a dzsuty shoritr. The sesuteaster sppearcd,

ety iris 2, sltijiily tburesd oa the forcaras. iis story was that
he koi ceen 8 lerce eirewer object shost elgat fect over Ris head which
heZ relesseld a “fire talk" vhics descemied on him. He stated thet he bed
heovm Eincoll ures the groucd end “bicckea ont.” Ghore cers various

othis evbecidsries to the story. Fis ean wes burac2d slightly and snuples

Of gvass teten from thse ietediste vicinity of the “sightics” ettferca
gtraczely in agrccrecce from se=ples 73 yards eumy.

States: Ghe teekorom2 of cue source inlicates an unevory nergonsl

Tegucation an4 eristos) reeurd, resulting in the belgef thet the renors
roy bore beon an elovorate Lees. Lowever, tha umusual conditien af the
grees cemptes is eiusrenily urexploined. Gris net, togetner with other

popeets of the cose, Lecve final deterniznticn in doubt as thia tine.
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THE JBHNGS HOPKINS UNIVERSITY

OPERATIONS RESEARCH OFFICE

6419 Canneencur Avenus oT, :
"7° Cricvy CMass, MaRyLannd

- with THE : Vaemons
OTOARTMENT OF THE ARMY . 12 Deeember 1952 . ° . . Olive «a0g

-. De. E. F. Robertson

_ *

Cosmos Cli:b .

2121 Massachusetts Ave., KN. We . , . .

Washington, D. C. a

fair possizility noted in the Hew Yorker article.

Here is that article you mentioned fron the Yew Yorker, which I
found most im-eresting andinformative. I have Listed below a few
itenswhich swemed to ne to need further discussiou:

Petrol Canerus

Fred Vhippie at Harverd has hed considereble experience in develop~

ing and using smal?. squaterially mounted cameras. These 4re expésed
for several hows *rougz a rotating sector, and show a meteor trail as
a serics of c*: a background of stars, thus providing the neteor's
angule> yeloei. ia many cases tuo such caneras are used, separated by
‘several miles, so that the space track of the meteor can be derived.

asi 2<cas reteor saizcl cameras have been used in the vicinity
of Poston and southern NewHexico only, 11 the photographs are pre-

served,and I an sure there have been no unidentified objects of any

2to date. A possible ~odification of this technique «hich vould

provide sore complete coverzse is to use the Creenstein-Henysy wide-

anzle camera, which photesreeshs 140° of the sky at once. Such a camera
is in use 2t the Yorkes Coservatory and is rerorted most recently in a
paper by Sherpless and Csterbreok in the Astrochysical Journal, 1951.
The major cisticulty of oseration would be changing ‘the film, which .
might ba rade antonatic.

Anothe> use of caxeras could be on selected ground radar scopes.
Possibl;scck a camera should be kept in stand-by status and *riggered ow
the operctcr when unidentified objects are on the screen.

The issue of Bipntnt, hand-held canerzs te aircraft piots is snother

Stucr of Ccr-sunicztions Systens

One ef car C2C projects is undertaking such a study, and has col-
Nected a large amount ef literature. Tne Dritish Arsy Coerational Re-

search Greup has made several studies of air raid reporting systems 23 —

used in exercises, uhich show the distortion snd Snoise introduced in
any reporting systen. There is a possibility of obtaining conparcble Z —

-

‘ coc
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De. Rebertsen 12 Decenher 1952

- f+&

@ata on false dlarns to fire cepartaents and "fMeps" in severdl, military
sitvations (such as North Africa in 19h2). f hove been intrigued vith
the electronic anclogue of a cesummicatic¢ns systen with feedback. ‘The

cirounstances leading to instability of sucti a systen might be measured

4f = zimple theory can te postulated; e.f-, if something andlogous +o
impedances of the ciroult determines instability.

Yass Psrcholory a o

‘Tt 4s clear thata simple statenenthas not and will not convince -
the public. A psychologist may have scne theoreticel framework in which
past "fleps" of this kind can be analyzed and the results extended to

the present difficulty. ; :

Generel Requiresent

Tt seens to me that the major difficulty as present is the lack of

a well-defined attitude erong responsible officials: either there is or

there is not convincing evidence of significant phenomena. To resolve
this questicn it mst te decided in advance what level. of completeness
4s necessery in explaining reports, and whet indications of hostile intent
are necessary to make reported objects of imcortarice. It might help
to poizt cut the differeszs between open-nindedness ond indecision, and to

ggest sone level of credclity below which reports will not even be con-

sicerat. : :

D>. 2den B. Meine) «was is an assistant professor of astrophysics

2t the Zerves Observetcz>, tho has teen concerned with the photography
o£ earora mid who has designed conplex wide~angle cameras for the fir

Force under a subcontract ‘rith Zoston University, might be helpful in
@iscussion of caneres noted above and of auroral phenomena. However,

the fir Force authorities here have ne record of his clearance. if
you tre interested in hin, we could ask hin by telephone what his clearance

4s and with shat organization. .

Yours sincerely,

Thornton Pzge

aorme 6 oa =< . meres eae wmemreee te Yon, re a ate "es tee”
eto. ore °;

we dene ee beers te mn epee Boeke oe 7 mw Be fee .
Vs impianrmne” Pome toe Po ee ee So ch, er Me tee. -
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_ DEC 106 1252

MEXCRAURUM FOR: ~ The Director of Coatral Inteltigence

MIRGUCL: Loputy Director (Intel icence) oe

SUDIES?: Unidentified Flying Objects sO,

RIFERINCE: " ‘Regnest ef the Dirsetor ef 10 Decesber 1952. -
eos -¢@

»

.

2. Tbe following 4s a mimery of the currest altustion with res-_
pect to the anvestipatioa of unidentified flying objects. Recent

B. Novies ¢2 tea (10) uxtdeatitied tying objects * -! a
(ccoxplaine2 oa theesis ofnetural phesowens or kcovn tyres Sob,
of sizerntt),nsaz Tre.esten, Uteb, en 2 duly 1952. ue

%.. A very brilliest uaidentitied light over the coast
ef Matze for about four keurs om the night of 10-12 Getober .
St 6 Eeignt ecopstes to be tue or three tines that winieh ca oo.
de sustainedby ary kecwn device. . “3. yes

ee. Allezea contest vith @ Gevice en the ground in
Florida late this summer wiiek left soze presenthy mexpleined .
efter-elrects. ae

a. Ecsercus cther sightings af Jishts or catects which “s
+ either in configurazica or porvormance do not resecble eny
‘known asriol velicle or explaincsle nomrsl. PReicnasae

3, In Purtherasse of the TAC action on % Deverber, O/SY bas been
working withDr. H. P. Rekertcon, consultant (torser Directer of Research,
wS25), tovenl establishing a perel of top seleutists ard engineers in the
fields of estrachysics, nuclear esercy, electronics, etce., ta review this
-pitustica. Wuoleheersed cooperncios hrsbeen escured by LI/USAY end ATIC,
oud o visit by AUjSi, Dy. Rotertsen, audits. Dornat of SI/ta arte tnplmmed for Friday. It is hoped to wethe ponel widerveke
sUbsiintilve scleatific review of this subject within tke ness two to
three weeks. . : . or

. -* .

ae a“. . . . en a . s3y° Creeee eee Pa ae ~* 8 _a ee oe I EE es ES EE Dogser ote
. vg . « -? . eae ar rn a)

oO itelwecdintad Oobl 0
. eeemewreew oy,
borin

re Asoistent Director =

> Beteragtieae ra oe Os Bolentific Intelligences Lage
Lyi -

Oena/St - i v
Proa/st -
aAD/SI -

cst:RrC/otw ( 10Dec52)
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"+" gDecenber 1952 - . <

HEMORANDUM FOX RECORD ;

SUBIICT: Unidentified Flying Objects ©

.

1, At 1015 hours todey I talked by. telephone with

Ceztein Edvard J. Ruppelt (Chief, Aerial Phenomena Branch, Ay

Anziysis Division, ATiC). The purpose of the cali was to te
dete-nine 3f Captain Ruppelt would be in Washington during the

nests few days so thet he might meet with Dr.Robertson. Also,

if there had been any developments in the Iimestone~Fresque Isle

case. .

2, Captain Ruppslt stated that he had put in a request to

cone to Washington last week tut thet he had been "running into

a snzg" in getting away and he intirated that his intention to
specifically visit CIA may have been the difficulty. By obliauve
references it wes determinuithet Colonel Donald L. Bower (Chief,
Analysis Division) was blecicing his trip. Hote: If this is

true, it is difficult +o understand since Colonel Sower, in

discussions with E. Teass and myself on 25 Novecber, indicated 3
complete willingness for cooperation. Ruppelt stated that he ry

worl? try agein and here? to be in Yashington next week. I

gave xo indication of the agreements reached on this subject in

the 140 meeting on 4 Decexber. .

3. Regarding the Limestone-Fresque Isle case, Captein a

Ruppelt reported that the observation is suspected of being the . a

planet Ssturn. A sighsing of Saturn with the sene theodolite .
will be made within the next few days. An exunination of this

dete with possible thescolite reading errors should indicate

whether the sighting coulda conceivably have been of this planet.

I fird it difficult to believe that the moons of Saturn could

be seen visibly.. . . ; -- . _ 4

4 Ceptein Ruppelt stated that he hed a package of

ewalrses and reports vhich he desired to have C/SI study and
. .was plenuing to hex3-cerry to Washington... I mentioned that

senecze from O/SI night be making a trip to ATIC within the.

next week or so. Ruprelt stated that he would be pleased to
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hear from me at any time. His office ‘telephone nunber is Dayton,
Chio, Kenmore 7111, Extension 65365 and his home telephone nusiber
is Walnut 7113. ;

Distetivitons’ ;
Orig- Subject file Tiss7, dewey
1 Daily reading fue’,rhs shared oe Tite
i-— Chrono file . .

6 Wiad FER eet, 4k eest Te Tee endicentborbe |b Wate Wate tie


