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Reference your recent -orrespondence in which you cescribeda your
-

} ~) = : ~ aw 7 eg,
musual ooservation oO: AY af, s/JOf-

e
e
a
 
—

" ° rer) r -_ ‘tr ee 7 ~yery hy i. 2y>, Yo
| Investization into your sishting did reveal rotably exp.iana.

: ~ + f — 7 Me “4 “=

tion. We contacted the ssdera. Aviation ene ¥Y ut Uawkins lela,
1. - -_ : A . ~. — 7 La

: wekson, Mississipol. During tas “eriod May 1L5-el, 1 jJ67, a Cessna 172, |
- wratine ~ +h

| T(2L5A, towing an electrical advertising sign, wO8 Operating Over tie |
nity oF Jackson. Alrerart envaged in such activity normiily tly at

-eedi3 Ln the nelzhvornood of fiity miles per hour, thus causing 4 |

Sloating sensation.

—_

c
r

Cd =- <<, J\“. eannot nositively identify the above mentioned Qircraic us

celng the object you observed; nNowever, your repory is consistent
. . ; : - , * ry : Me i ~

| with past deseriptions of aGircrare engeged in rerial advertilsinge
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Thank you for reporting your observation to the Air Force.

Sincerely,

PARNET? B. YOUNG | &

%& Colonel, USAF |

Chier, Civil Brancn |

Comaunity Relations Division

Office of Inrornetion |

\rlingzton, Virginia 2:2207
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION

ATRPORT TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWE

Jackson, Mississippi

June 8, 196

IN REPLY

REFER TO

-olonel James C. Manatt

Director of Technology and Subsystems

Eeedquarters Foreign Technology Division (ATSC)

ight-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 45433

>
>

7

-

ATIN: TDET/UFO

»* e :

=ar Colonel Manatt:—

This has reference to your letter of 31 May 1967 regarding the

report of an unidentified flying object sighted in the Jackson,

Mississippi area on 17 May 1967 at approximately 2030 hours.

ing the period 15 Mey through 21 May 1967 a Cessna 172,

5A. towing an electric sign was operated over the City of
Ja xson. The owner = the aircraft is Mr. W. J. Brennan, Radio
Station WBAM, Montgomery, Alabama.

Oincerely yours,

C3 Deeg OP
Wolpe <2.IAN, Cet
Airport Traffic Control Tower
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: Tosr/uro(Maj Quintanilla; 70916/vap/29 May ) 31 May 1907

Recuest ror Information

“AA Control Tower

tm: Wwateh Supervisor

lewxins Fleld

= Jackson, Mississippi 563755
=

a Le Our office is in receipt of an unidentified flying object

ms sizhting which took place in the Jackson, Mississippi area on

3 L7 May 1907 at approximately 2030 hours. This particular sichting

4 occurred approximately 10 miles west of Jackson on route 50. Reqest
= inrormation on any type of aircratt that could have been operating

% in that area with some type of advertising cimnick. If such an

~4 nircraft has been operating out of the Jackson, Mississinni area,

- any information would be appreciated.

2. If records are availacec, request positive or negative radar

ae confirmation of any wnimown ooject. Any assistance you can provide

would be appreciated.

YOR THE COMMANDER

no

Aa}
ies C. MANATT, Colonel, USAF
7Srector of Technolszyand Subsystems
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19 May 1967

Washington, D. C.

TO WHOM <T MAY CONCERN:

L will serve to report the sighting of an unusual flying object -

at, Jlesst unusual to me — which I observed at about 8:30 pem. on the evening
_- . w+ ied . . ’ . .

or i ~ 1907 near Jackson, Mississippi The details of my observations

om a professional hydraulic engineer, Grade(GS-16, employed by the

vse ale pare enasassesee esse gsinneNele SIU tis areas
,.N. W., Washington, D. C. 20016. My telephone is,

My titlie is Techni cat Director. On 1) May 1967,
at Vicksburg

s Ext.

l was s2nt to the Zz.

Mississippi, for three cays temporary duty. On returning, I left Vicksburg

for Jackson (where I was to spend the night) at 7: 45 on the evening of
Wednesday, 17 May 1967, by government automobile; the automobile was driven

dy Mr. a driver at the Waterways Experiment Station at Vicksburg.

Mr. was to drive me to downtown Jackson to the Heidelburg Hotel where
I was to spend the night. ur, aa was then to pick up passengers at the
Jgacxson Airport to carry back to Vicksburg.

As stated above, we ié Vicksburg about 7:45 p.m. and arrived in the

eckson area about 8:30 or 5:35 pem. Our approach to Jackson was from the

west moving east along Highway 80. This highway is very congested as it

moves through the Jackson city limits, thus we moved at a very moderate

pace with some stop-and-so driving along this stretch of Highway 80. We

finally turned due north (left, off Highway 80) and arrived in downtown

Jackson at the location of the railroad station. I do not recall the name

of tne street on to whicn we turned from Highway 80.
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foout a mile or tro tefore making the left turn off Highway 80 and

"What do you make of that thing flying up there'’? He pointed about 45°

q r L rn =] qd adc ut 25° ©) 4 30° above thie norizon. I Saw then & vely

inter _r.z sight. It easreared to be not over a mile away - possibly not

C _@ = and wat moving on a path about WW to BOE. it was rrene

By the craft in tne next paragraph.

Ms thought was that the craft was a blimp with an advertizing

arrancement suspended under its belly. What I saw was a series of lights
? ‘

that moved around in a horizontal band much like the news-strip lights

on the olc Times Newspaver Building in 7

I spent possibly 30 seconds or more tryi to read the advertisement. (It

was completely dark by this time, 8:30 Dt. or maybe 8:40, and the yellowish
lights were very clearly seen). I found, however, that I could not 7?

"read

imes Square, New York City. In fact
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the moving lights as they did not seem to actually form letters. The

movement of the lighted band was clock-wise looking upward from the ground.

To have been an advertisement, it probably would have rotated in the other |

direction. The lighted band did not seem to me to be circular but, rather,

four-sicsa, as the lights seemed to turn a corner much as the lights on

suare referred to above turned the corner of the building. The lighted

emed to move, or circulate, at about the same speed as the Times

Square news sign, and I would have had no difficulty reading it had the lights
actually formed letters of the Roman alphabet. If I were forced to estimate,

I woulé probably give the vertical height of the band at 5 to 8 feet and the

lenzth cf one side of the band as about 0 or 50 feet. The object moved
closer to us, of course, as it approached Highway 80.

I feel sure that the entire object was not rotating as there was , |
a bluish-green light (unblinking) several feet out in front of the rotating |

band. This light did not rotate with the band but held its position and moved

foward only as the entire craft moved forward.

stated earlier that my immediate impression on seeing the lights

was that the object was a blimp with an advertising display. Actually,

rly the rotating band of lights and the blue-green "fixed" light:

at no time saw the body of the craft; so I could not state anything about

e or color of the body of the craft, whether it was a blimp, or heli-

opter, or other form of craft.
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we observed the craft very plainly for two or three minutes. It appeared

to chance its course to dus east before actually crossing Highway 80 and
then ecreared to greatly increase its speed, but not its altitude. We lost

sight of the object while we were waiting in traffic to make a left turn off

Highway 50to downtown Jackson. At this position the craft had moved eastward

well of? toward the horizon but was still visible until our view was blocked

by tress on the northeas= corner of the intersection. This eastward course

would heve taken the craft neer the new Jackson airport, some ten miles east

avy traffic prevented the detection of any noise

emanated from the craft. I did not see that anyone else inWhiCh ms Lave

the treffic nettern or along the side of the road was paying any attention

tO the cre >:

We nroceeded into downtown Jackson where I left the car and signed into

the hotel. Tne driver, Mr. Jones, went on his other missions. I have not

or contacted him since. He:'does not know that I have written
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Air For 5 desirous of having reports of unexplained craft sigh y
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our Cci% [ recognize that there is in all probability @ very 51m}
. . » = . , oun Ma + + 5 was Ws «ee oa

exp loans’ » for the inc dont lr nave daesc? Lbed, but | am writ} mia Cols Go
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I hare sxolanation. I left Jackson by plane at 7:00 a.m. the next
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— se . on, A ,y*

morning (Thursday, 18 May 1967) and I do not know whether there were other

mubvlic reports of this incident.

. . ’ . ror o ae . oe a S 4 yt, ’

i? this statement is deemed worthy of investigation, I would appreciate
eyl

|
. . . 5 7 : P- " ny ye 2 . re '. *

receivirs information on any finding resulting from suc h an investigation.

Arlington, Virginia 22207


