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Na{2rence your racent worresoondence la whicn jou ‘ageribed your |

-

, . ST e e
ObsServation 20 Ay i, +J/0(-. !

-

s i3

: o > .. ‘o e 4 3 1 Y =Ny A e
Investimation into your sighting did reveal 3 IOrALLly 2Xpiall
: b 2 M- Ny -+ f 22l & _ \"’;’\ o-": .
ticn. e coatacted the Faderal Aviation ;Uun:/ o }a:;hs % 14, i
t : Miring the naeriod Ma: -2 ! a Cessna Ll[d
wekson, Mississipol. Durldog Cae ariod Ay 15-21, 1,3,1.1 5b“&'.1
i2L5A, towing an electrical adversl ing sizn, was operating over loe 1
ter of Jackson. Alreraft ensazed Ln such activiiy normally (ly at
v . » . » 5 . ° - “» \ é e % L. - «f» » .
seed3 ln the nelzhborzood of fiity mlles per “our, Laus causiig @ ,

Jloatiagz sensation.

- '-

) l

v'a canpot noslitively identiily the above mentioned aircrafc 09
. ] . -~ ' o : - ./ m ¢ 3 ¢ ‘,.4.
ceing the object you observed; HOowever, jour report 13 COnslstent

» - ) - 1 ' B A e 4 ".0 4
wlth nast descripntiors of alreralt engaged in qerlial advertising.

e C——. — - -

Thank you £or reporting your ouservatlon o Tae A2

clncerely,

PARNETT 3. 10OUNG | 2
Tt Colorel, UCAF |
Chief, Civil 3ranca !
Comaunlty Relations Division '
OFffice of Inrormation |
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\rlinzton, Virginia 2220
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL AVIATION ADMINISTRATION
* ATRPORT TRAFFIC CONTROL TOWER
Jackson, Missi sippl
June 8, 1967

IN REPLY
REFFR TO

solonel James C. Manatt

Uirector of Technology and Subsystems
Ezzdquarters Foreign Technology Division (ATFSC)
Wright-Patterson Air Force Base, Ohio 45433

ATTN: TDET/UFO

D=ar Colonel Manatt:

Tais has reference to your letter of 31 May 1967 regarding the
report of an unldthuxf;ud f]ylnb obJject sighted in the Jackson,
}ississippl area on 17 May 1967 at approximately 2030 hours.

During the period 15 May through 21 May 1967 a Cessna 172,
N{21l5A, towing an electric sign was operated over the City of
Jackson. The owner of the aircraft is Mr. W. J. Brennan, Radio
Station WBAM, Montgomery, Alabama.

Sincerely yours,

(é Gé PPLhA
RALPv/L/BOJA AN, (Gw-

Alirport Traffic Control Tower

— e — —
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ﬂ ToEr/ure(Maj Suintanilla) 70916/vapn/29 May ) 31 May 1967

Recuest or Information

“2A Control Tower
tm: Wwatch Supervisor

s lewkins Fleld
= Jackson, Miassiassipovi 83755
-
3 le Our office i1s 1n receipnt of an unidentifled flyinz objesct
» sizhting which tcog place in the Jackson, Mississippl area on
, AL 17 Yay 1007 at approximately 2030 hours. This particular sizghting
'] ] cecurred approximately 10 miles west of Jackson on route 20. Request

information on any type of alrcralt that conld have been operating
ina that area with some type of advertisinz gimmick. If such an

P - alrcraflt has been cperating out of the Jackson, llsslssippi area,
| O wny information weuld be appreciated.

2 JLf records are availatv'e, request pvositive or negative radar
ey confirmation of any uninown Object. Any assistance you can provide
wonuld be appreciated.

#OR THE COMMANDER

N

/o)
“.7(%33 C. MANATT, Colonel, USAF
S STyector of Technolozy and Sihsystems
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| 19 May 1967
Washington, D. C. ’

3 TO0 WHOM ZT MAY CONCERN:

iy will serve to report the sighting of an unusual flying object - '
at, lesz+ unusual to me - which I observed at about 8:30 p.m. on the evening
of 17 -+ 1967 near J.'tcll'.‘,’):l, Mississippi. The details of my observations
are glven below.

a professional hydraulic engineer, Grade G5-16, employed by the

b

-

,.N. W., Washington, D. C. 20016. My telephone is

s Ext. My title 1s Technical Director. ©n 1’% May ‘)f)'(,

1‘.;.”. 2 £ _v-;I\‘; . for thx‘c;’} ’jf-:.’[ emporary (ll° \' 4 O“ I",'t'.u."ni.l'k{:, ] l(‘it ".(:"'!‘u.‘{‘.
s JES50N (W}'l"“]‘(f I WasS ¢ f"."‘.'ll\l the “l(',;i:) at '(:)‘() Ol the f"."'“;.rl.' of

_— - - ”~ - > . - » - »
dedneslay, 1T May 1907, by government automobile; the automobile was driven

by M a driver at the Waterways Experiment Station at Vicksburg.
Mr. was to drive me To downtown Jackson to the Heidelburg Hotel where

I was 0 spend the night. I-f:'.‘ was then to pick up passengers at the
Jacxson Airport to carry back to Vicksburg.

A5 stated above, we Vicksburg about T: 45 p.m. and arrived in the
scksen area about 8:30 or §:35 p.m. Our approach to Jackson was from the
wvest moving east along Highway 80. This highway is very congested as it

res tarough the Jackscon city limits, thus we moved at a very moderate
race wistn some stop-ané-zo driving along this stretch of Highway 80. Ve
finally Turned duf-,- north (left, off Highway 80) and arrived in downtown
L8

r\Ol'

'S

ovasen at the location 2Ff the railroad station. I do not recall the name

of the sztreet on to which we turned from Highway &0.

. -

a » v » . - )‘. .
f2:u% a mile or two tefore making the left turn off Highway 80 and

oo‘~ - - -~ .. \.'v~-"'°— '- vl e ¥ - !. 4 3 ‘ﬂ 3 » LI _ "0 *'\’ 3 " - »
™ e e ~.. - ~ /“ .{;;.11”'-‘ ' 5 ‘.l‘l (}‘z !\(‘r ()‘ t'r]'_ ll, ’ “A' » ‘) : AL (: b() I - , '

' i vou make of trhat thing flying up there!'? He pointed about 45°
T0 ¢ . - and about 23 or 30° above the horizon. I saw then = Very | ;
|
inter o2 sight., It egzzezred to be not over a mile awvay - ph:’.:JwW not |
C -2 = and was TOViIng on a }' ith about WIlW to ESE. It was moving
very ¢ - for an sireraft), keeping aboud the pace of our car which was
noS ¢ lcout 20 oy 30 z=thh 1in the :'I'fi'.'."".' traffic. I will describe the
Qpl=as - T the creft in the next paragraph.
:
My first thought was that the craft was a blimp with an advertizing t
arrangement suspended under its belly. What I saw was a series of lights f

that movei around in a horizontal band much like the news-strip lights

on the ¢.4 Times Newspaper Building in Times Square, New York City. In fact,
I spent poesidbly 30 seconds or more trying to read the advertiscment. (1t
was completely dark by this time, 8:30 p.m. or maybe 8:40, and the yellowish

: o ; - . "
lights were very clearly seen). I found, however, that I could not "read




the moving lights as they did not seem to actually form letters. The
movenent of the lighted band was clock-wise looking upward from the ground.
To have Teen an advertisement, it probably would have rotated in the other .

directicn. The lighted band did not seem to me to be circular but, rather,
four-=:.=2, as the lights seemed to turn a corner much as the lights on

s2are referred to above turned the corner of the building. The lighted
sz2amaed to move, or circulate, at about the same speed as the Times
Squa.é r2ws sign, and I would have had no difficulty reading it had the lights
actually formed letters of the Roman alphabet. If I were forced to estimate,
I woul: probably give the vertical height of the band at 5 to 8 feet and the
lenzth =T one side of the band as about 40 or 50 feet. The object moved
closer to us, of course, as it approached Highway €0.

I fsel sure that the entire object was not rotating as there was |, :
a bluisn-green light (unblinking) several feet out in front of the rotating |
his light did not rotate with the band but held its position and moved

fovard only as the entire craft moved forward.

I stated earlier that my immediate impression on seeing the lights
as that the object was a blimp with an advertising display. Actually,

ly the rotating band of lights and the blue-green "fixed" light.
at no time saw the body of the craft; so I could not state anything about

e 2 or color of the bedy of the craft, whether it was a blimp, or heli-
opter, or other form of craft.

Q ct i3
i

We observed the crazft very plainly for two or three minutes. It appeared
to changs its course toc dus east before actually crossing Highway 80 and
then e-cezred to greatly increase its speed, but not its altitude. Ve lost
sight - the object wvhils we were waiting in traffic to make a left turn off
Hignwesy 20 to downtowsn Jzckson., At this position the craft had moved eastward
well of 7 toward the k rizon but was still visible until our view was blocked
by tre=: on the northeas:t corner of the intersection. This eastward course

would neve taken the craft nesar the new Jackson airport, some ten miles east

= m2ize of the hez traffic prevented the detection of any noise

wvRich miZ ave emanated from the craft.,. I did not see that anyone else in
the tre7.c zzttern or along the side of the road was paying any attention
to the crels

we proceaded into downtown Jackson where I left the car and signed into
the hotel. The driver, Mr. Jones, went on his other missions. I have not
r ‘or contacted him since. He does not know that T have written
-~
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e S : i . ome montha azro that the |

[ = submittine this statement as 1 read some months ;0 that th |

: . ’ o3 -~ " o2 hdor - :
Air For = desirous of having reports of unexplained craft sighted by
. » » . h q' : ,\: » ) 5 g - s '.n e s
i cit ne . T recornize that there is in all probab: lity a very simple
D ael = - vy ' e t}‘,‘. ir]‘-; (1‘ :‘t' l .[l".‘.". (100:-."\:' :'k)!-(l, l)‘]') ' ,'0."", »:,‘! tiri" “':l:; asg

I have no explanation.. I left Jackson by plane at T:00 a.m. the next

e N ®

mor=ins nursday , 18 May 1967) and I do not know whether there were other
suhlic reports of this incident.

I7 this statement 1is deemed worthy of in\'('::l.i[’,:ztiun, I would :L{)j')z‘()(:izl_!,t:
receiviss information on any finding resulting from such an investigation.

L

Arlington, Virginia 22207




