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; SAUCERS OVER
WASHINGTON, D.C.
HARRY@ anes, senion amt ROUTE TRAFFIC CONTROLLER FOR THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS ADMINISTRATION,WAS INGHARGE OF THE NATIONAL AIRPORT, WASHINGTON, 0.¢. LRT, CONTROL CENTER ON THE NIGHTOF JULY 19,1982.
RBRIEFY."HE STATES IN A NEWSPAPER ARTICLE, ..OUR JOB 1S TO CONSTANTLY MONITOR THE SKIES AROUND THE.NATIONS CAPITOL WITH THE ELECTRONIC EYE OF RADAR.
APPEARED SUDDENLY ON THE CONTROL. CENTER'S SCOPE.
WENCED RADAR CONTROLLERS, CHECKED THE ORSERVATO NS. THE AIRPORT CONTROL

1 SHORTLY AFTER MIDNIGHT ON THAT OATE, SEVEN.PIPS
£0 NUGEDT,JIM COPEL AND, AKO JIM RITCHEY,ALL EXPER-

(ER RADAR OPERATORVER!-eri nodse tN THEY MERE QUER “THE RESTRICTEDAREAS OF WASHINGTON, INCLIOWNG THEWHITE HOUSE 8ND THE CAPITOL...”

Catan cs. Prenmanya caPiToL AIRLINES PALOT OF (7
‘YEARS FLYING EXPERIENCE, SHORTLY AFTER TARING OFF,
WAS ASKEDTO CHECK THESE MvsTEMOUS O@uECTS. He’
RADIOED BACK:

THERE'S ONE. AND

THEREIT @0ESf

fPienuan oescieD TAs A eRIGHT LIGHT MOVING FASTER,
[ar Times,rHAN A SHOOTING STAR...

Banwes staves: "oUnING "HE NEXT 1¢ MWUTES,HE
(PiERMaa REPORTED THAT NE SAW Six SUCH LIGHTS.

EAGH SIGHTING COINCIDED WITHa PIP WE COULD
SEE NEARHS PLANE, WHEN HE REPORTED THAT
THE LIGMT STREAKED OFF AT HIGH SPEED, DIS
APPEARED FROM OUR SCOPE.

THAT MEANS 1T-ZOOMEDOUT OF OUR Beam

AETMEEN SUEEPS! 'T ACCELERATED
FROM 130 MILES PER HOUR TOALMOST 000,

WWLESS THAN 4 SECONDS. -
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Barnes TEN states: “aerore NOTIFYING THE AIR
‘FORCE. ..OUR TECHNICIANS HAD CAREFULLY

‘GHECKED THE EQUIPMENT To MAKE CERTAIN THAT

IT WAS OPERATING PERFECTLY.

“I can SAFELY DEDUCE THAT
THEY PERFORMED GYRATIONS WHICH

WOKMOWN AIRCRAFT COULD

PERFORM, GY THIST MEAN THAT
‘OUR SCOPE SHOWED THAT THEY

‘COULD mixe A/GHT ANGLE TURNS"

Twe aif ronce ous DEEP IN aN EFFORT TO SoUIRM OUT
OF THIS SIGHTING. AT4'OCLOCK ON JULY 29, 1952, &

PRESS CONFERENCE WAS HELD.

GENTLEMEN! THE RADAR-SIGNTINGSOVER.

WASHINGTON WERE CAUSED BY TEMPERATURE

INVERSION, "He OBsCCTS WERE REFLECTIONS

“..JAND COMPLETE REVERSALS

S THERE 18 NO OTWER CONCLUSION T CAN REACHBUT THAT
FOR SIX NOURS ON THE MORKING OF THE 20TH OFJULY THERE

WERE AT LEABT10 UNIDENTIFIABLE OBJECTSMOWNG OVER

WASHINGTON. THEY WERE NOT ORONARY AIRCRAFT. COULD

TELLTHAT6Y THEIR MOVEMENTON THE SCOPE

“WORin wy OPINION COULD ANY

NATURAL PHENOMENA 300

‘88 SHOOTING STARS,ELECTRY~

OAL DISTURBANCES, OR CLOUDS
‘ACCOUNT FOR THESE SPOTSON OUR

agar."
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furor ro menrion eRMaN's ACTUAL

VisiBLesiearincsOF THE OBJECTS

feos.

UST TWO POINTS,
7H18 was THE Ain FoRce’s oui | BOYS:

ANSWER. THEY OREM UPON O—.
sonar | dy THE ACTUAL

‘one=vensronrucony. wien | TEMPERATURE-
sencarwa caren or ranean, | -'NVERSIONlai nave ane nereaeree xs’ | OVER WASH
‘THEY Aase THROVeN. 1FA TeM~ | INGTON ON THE
Pouarone-mvension is armour | WGHiT OF JULY

‘En0veH...10 7018 OfoREES
UFFERENCE...AGNT RAYS MAY

EVEN BE REFLECTED. THIS 8 mA

CAUSES winaseson OESERTS oR

WEATED ROADS, cee Liou nanan]

APES ARE ALSO REFRACTED OF

fer.ecren.“renpantrone-
arene ain rence ane. | PORGGY Tole
ee VISUAL

SIGHTINGS?*


