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“vem Weert _ m~9752 aciirtes visas a bey ee =e,
AIR INTELLIGENCE INFORMATION REPORT

ee ee ee SEO SD ae _ %

PLYORRPT | .
i AREA REPORTEDON a ar oO |

Southeast Korea ‘ATLL Office, D/I FEAF }, \} :
CATEOF REPORT UUt—~*S * — OATE OF INFORMATION a eal LsA Faces : i :

25 August 1952 9 August 1952 | Cn2 | ¥
...3. 2. 2) JESS See ee “Toe a et |

Charles J. Malven, Captain, USAF (ATLO) | ist Marine Aircratt Wing, Korea 5;
REFERENCES (Control number, directive, previews report, cas appdicabley fm ty ed = i ii ‘

AFL 200-5, dated 29 APR 52; FEAF TR-35<52, dated 11 August 1952 \ ‘
' SUMMARY: (Ender concise pemmeryof report. Giex significanes in inal onevenience paragraph. Lis inclonurrsat lovecr left. Heym tect of tt part om AP Porm on i

1. This report concerns visual and radar sightings of an widentif Led

flying object by a pilot and a ground radar observer of the lst Marine Aircraft

Wing. ‘

2. The object, flying at an altitude of aporoximately 10,500 feet in the

vicinity of K-3, was reported as a moving ball of fire with a streamer of flame.

30 The "object" has been tentatively identified asa meteor by the

Commanding Officer, Marine Ground Control Intercept Squadron 4, Marine Air

Control Group 2, lst Marine Aircraft Wing: however if such is the case, the

‘object's speed was probably underestimated,
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5. I called Captain VERNOR, the assistant ooerations officer, described the

strange blips and Richmond 14's report, and was advised to inform Devestate Able
W4 completed our conversation at about 210).

6. To ensure as accurate a report as possible I wrote down the times, bearings,

and distances of the strange blinvs as I recalled them and then had it ent ered in the
log book the facts I wished to include in my report, to Devestate Able. I estimated

that the blips as I recalled them, if connected as one track, would have indicated a

speed of about 1200 to 1,00 knots. This seemed too high so I considered that it was
possible that there would have been two aircraft one behind the other, moving at 600

to S00 miles per hour rather than only one aircraft.

"< JT. At about 2107I called Deavestate Able on the AC-CI vhone and endeavored $e
send the report approximatelyas follows:

Richmond 15 reports strange non conventional aircraft passed him 500 yards

on starboard wing about 1000 feet higher. Aircraft had ball of fire at the rear with

a very long streamer of flame. Object glimpsed at front before passing was not of

any type known. Aircraft was zoing at a very high rate of speed. He notified me when
he checked in over K-3 at 2057. I verified seeing several radar blips on scope in

direction <05 degrees at approximately the same time Richmond 18 reported sezing the

strange aircraft. Very conservative estimate of speed of 600 to 500 knots, because

speed of 1200 to 1,00 knots was toe high for one aircraft. It was probably two, one

behind the other.

6. The circuit was weak and the controller asked that I repeat the message. I

repeated the message three times, the last time very slowly, before he was able to

read it back correctly. The time was then 2123. Controller advised me to send my

further information about the occurence over the regular switchboard televhone.

be 9- At about 2300 members of the oncoming CIC watch were discussing the meteor
they had seen while at the movie and described it as leaving a long brilliant trail.

On questioning themI detersxined that it had passed at about the time of my sighting

the strange blips. I reported this to Devastate Able on the switchboard phone. The

controller agreed that the meteor was probably what I had seen on the scope.

19. On being relieved at 21,00 I instructed my relief to ask for amplifying in-
formation from Richmond 1% when he reported outbound. He later reported to ma that

Richmond 15 had nothing further to report,

/s/Leo N. Nagrodsky
Li0O N. NAGRODSKY
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NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL. DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEANING OF THE DSPtONAGci A,aki : epg: a.
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it MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR iN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FO PCE AGENCIES, EACEPT BY PERMISSION OF Tie DIRECTION &
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ATIL Office, D/I FEAF

STATSUBNT OF LT. NAGRODSKYT

ll August 1952

From: Second Lieutenant Leo N. NAGRODSKY 053011/6709 US¥C i
To : Commanding Officer, Marine Ground Control Intercept Squadron 4

Subject: Unidentified Radar Sighting

1. On 9 August 1952I had the duty as Senior Watch Controller at MOCIS-4 CIC

from 2000 to 21,00.

2. On coming on watch I noted that AC-CI phone circuit was weak and instructed

the duty teleohone man to check it. He advised Devestate Able that their transmitter

batteries were apparently weak. Devestate Able stated that they would work on the

circuit,

3. At 2047I was "peaking", or readjusting, the tuning of the controller plan

12 scope, in order that I could ensure that the radar teller reported all contacts,
I was tuning on an inbound target later identified as Richmond 1, which was then at

210 degrees, 30 miles. At 2050, when Richmond 18 was at 20 miles I noted a waak tar-
get at 205 degrees, 15 miles. On the next sweep of the trace Richmond 15 was at 19

miles but the faint target did not reappear and I attributed the first indication to

interference. On the third sweeo Richmond 13 was turning toward K-43 md was about

17 1/2 miles from MOCIS-3. A target appeared at 205 degrees, 27 miles and I started
to adjust the scope to get maximum pick up on that target. On the fourth sweep Rich-

mond 1% was at about 215 devrees, 15 miles, and a target appeared at 205 degrees, 32 >

J miles. I did not connect this tarset with the 3rd sweev target, because it was so far

from it and thought that two Richmond aircraft were coming up from the south. On the

fifth swaep, fifty seconds after the first faint target had appeared, Richmond 15 was
at about 220 degrees, 15 miles and a strong peculiar blip about 2 miles in length and

curved at an angle of about 50 dezrees from the trace of a normal target appeared at

206 degrees, 436 miles. I could not tell whether it was an aircraft or some type of
interference‘and did not connect it with the previous blips. No more unusual blips

apoearad and I decided that they had all been due to interference of some type. The

above bearings and distances are as I recalled them about seven or eight minutes later,

but I believe them’ to be accurate within two miles and five degrees. The radar teller'a
scope was not peakéd as high as mine and he did not see any blips other than Richmond f
13. I did not call theradar teller's attention to the unusual blips I had seen, be- {
cause he was accurdtely reporting all other tracks, mdTI believed that interference
had caused the widely spaced and peculiar blips.

7

4. At 2057 Rithmond 18 reported in and then asked if I had seen any plots in
his vicinity seven to nine minutes before. I replied that I had c2en what could have
been either several:'planes or noise at that tims. Richmond 15's comment was that it

was not like any airplan2 he had ever seen and described the object as follows:

_ .

a larvze dark ob‘tect with a ball of fire and very long straama of flame which

did not resamble:a jet exhaust.

34 essa tac that it had passed him about SCO yards to his right and about 1CCO feat
above nis alsatude of A500 feat. He alno stated that 1% seemed to be moving at a |
very Riek case of speed. 1 “cid his that i soa:id check cn tt f:rther. Cur tranae

maissicns etre completed at abdeut 2100, [4 was at this tier that ft realised trast the

lise aicsh: save Deen a Sract or tracks instead af laterZsrence '

NOTE: [HIS DOCUMENT CONTATNS INFORMATION AFFECTING THRE NATIONAL OEFENDOF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEAS s JF eS EC OPHONAGE AC on “. aC -

33 AND 2 AS ATM: “N3ED. ITS TRANSMISSION OF Tr‘© REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER (O ANE MVauThOR ILO rt AON lot : Jt bbe siecle Bynes

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATESAIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY Pei MisoON OF Tre DIRECTOR OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF.
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2. Though the graphic plot chartings indicate a slightly erratic course, the.
Senior Watch Controller's written statement indicates a nearly constant course
bearing of 205°, 205°, 205°, and 206° respectively for the lst, 3rd, 4th and |
5th sweeps. No blip was observed on the 2nd sweep. Further, thecharts adnt;
to an error of 2 milas and five degrees. Therefors the constant courss \heading ,
of a mateorite seems to be substantiated, cy

—
o5- A meteorite entering the earth's atmosohere at 16,000 m.p.h., especially

if flying a near-horizontal course, would orobably decelerate very ravidly. Aiy:
speed of 1500 m.o.h. at 10,000 ft. altitude may be concomitant with these

~ &

’ ;conditions. ;

7 Chaslne > es
. CHARLES MALV EN of

. Captain, U

ATLO 7
— f

; ; |

7
f
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NOTE: THIS DOCUYENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING THE NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES WITHIN THE MEAN'NG OF THE ESPIONAGE ACT. SU S.C —

31 AND 22. AS AMENDED ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE REVELATION OF ITS CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON IS PROHIBITED BY LAW.
IT MAY NOT SE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AIR FORCE AGENCIES, EXCEPT BY PERMISSION OF THE OLRECION OF

INTELLIGENCE, USAF,
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1. The following information was forwarded to Marine Ground Control Intercept

Squadron 3 as Enclosure 1 to Air Defense Section Daily Report for 9 Auzust 1952

from the Air Control Detachment:

A. Pilot of RICHMAN 15 on course of 005, altitude 9,00 feet, “speed 20

knots, in vicinity of K-43 at 20571 reported to Doodle-bug that he had sighted

a long streamer of flame with a ball of fire at the front. This odject

passed him 500 yards orf his starboard wing, 1000 feet above on a heading

of 200 degrees. The vilot caught only a brief glimose, but stated this

was a non-conventional type aircraft, unknown or ever seen before by hin,

traveling at a high rate of speec. The pilot requested that Lt. NAGRODSKY,

the officer reading the scove at Doodle-bug, verify his sishting by radar.

Lt. NAGRODSKY verified the following plots:

1. lst Plot £Q3865, 15 miles from Doodle-bug heading 2050. Time, 205I.

2. 2nd Plot £Q5550, 25 miles from Doodle=—bug. Time, not logged.

3. 3rd Plot EQ2642, 30 miles from Doodle-bug. Time, not logged.

ly. kth Plot EQ2535, 35 miles from Doodle-bug. Time, not logged.

B. Lt. NAGRODSEKY reported that the first three »linvs looked normal,

however, the fourth and last ? appeared to be rather elongated. Ha

estimated the speed to be between 600—“00 miles per hour. Lt. NAGRODSKY's

first estimate of the clots were two aircraft, but after further tuning

of the scope and subsennent revorts fron RICHMAN 14, the Lt.'s conclusion

with the pilot, that this was a very stubby aircraft, with swept back

| wings, possible jet tyne. Observation by the pilot was very limited due

| | to the extremely high closing speed,

-C. This message was received in Devastate Able by 2nd Lt. D.E. SHAW at

2120 and relayed to Shirley.

.

>

D. No plots were renorted to Davastate Able on the above sightings.

2. Comments on the report by the Commanding Officer of the Squadron were: |

A. It is my opinion that Lieutenant NAGRODSKY's final deduction that the

_ unidentified blips mentioned in his report were caused by a meteor is

~ correct. (See Inclosure #1) | , |

B. If such is the case, it is apparent that his initial effort to provide
a lozical explanation for a series of observations which at the time seened

either unconnected or beyond credibility resulted in an underestimateof

the object's speed, which would be about 1,600 knots if considered as a
sinzle track.

Ee No jet aircraft were scheduled to be in the area concerned.

COMMENTS BY PREPARING OFFICER:

1. The wnidentified object was first clotted at 15 miles, a cistance [3%
>ts ’ “~~ ,

beyond the usual growd clutter radius. The fact that the cosect wasn .

initiall: located on the other side of the °°I scope may have Seen cue *9 or
_-_— ‘pate = _— ae -«- > * ‘ee . - id : ~~ * « ~ > « = - i

interpreted as interfarences or tt: say hava Seen Secauae » Santor Baten - at

attention was focused on Richman ic.

PME NATIONAL DEFENSE OF THE UNITED STATES iT HIN THE MEANING OF THE ESPLONAGE ACT, ©U 9. C.—

CONTENTS IN ANY MANNER TO AN UNAUTHORIZED PERSON [5 PROMISITED OY LAW.
PEPMISSION OF THe ORECTOR Cr

NOTE: THIS DOCUMENT CONTAINS INFORMATION AFFECTING ee

31 AND 22. AS AMENOED, ITS TRANSMISSION OR THE FP 5 p . Edson mybbecatigins

IT MAY NOT BE REPRODUCED IN WHOLE OR IN PART, BY OTHER THAN UNITED STATES AiR FORCE AGENCICS, EXCLPT SY
INTELLIGENCE, USAF. ‘
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